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No Name fo ſweet as chat of Carisr, my Lond! 
Nor Theme more great than that of Is Brood! 
Under his Smiles, my Ramſom'd Soul doth live, 
And from his Fulnefs Life and Grace receive, 
To keep my Mind in Peace i _ ev'ry Storm, | 
And Patience find with ev'ry Bryer and Thorn. 
True Faith and Love muſt both be ſharply try d, 
But neither can 85 Trials be __” 
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Rev. and Efleemed Brother, - ' 7 


2 T is no uncommon Thing for a Sub- 
je& of Grace to publiſh a Nazrs- 
T1vz of his Life. Some valuable Men 
in the Miniſtry have communicated to 
the ſpiritual World the wonderful and 


gracious Dealings of the AMI 


| Lovss with their Souls, which, under 
the Influence of the Holy Spirit, has 
been made uſeful to many af God's Re- 


generated Children, I have therefore, 


from unfeigned Regard to you as a Ser- 


vant of Chriſt, D#»1eaTeDd this genuine | 


and explicit Nazxative. The Con- 
rents of which have, and ſtiſt do appear 
wonderful to me, how they may appear 
to others is not for me to determine. If 
2 NN the 
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ADDEESS 

the proceeding ſhould in any point of 
view be made uſeful the Praiſe i is due to 
the Lord. gps 


I aſſure you, Sir, that the following is 
not ſent forth into the Religious World 
from Vanity, but with an humble wiffi 
that it may be made uſeful to the People 


of God. 


T have been ſolicited for many Years 
by Characters of real reſpeRibality to pub- 
liſh ſomething of the following Nature. 


Their requeſt 1s now granted, and that 


with a degree with pleaſure for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons. 


Tone ace 1 ha beni in the . Mioitry 


| ſome have zgnorantly miſrepreſented my 


Principles and Character, while it is ob- 
vious, that others have done it with Ma-. 


ignity 3 3; * I am happy with a. 
„ conſcious 


ADDRESS. * 


conſcious Appeal to my Saviour and my 


God, and 1 leave 18 flanderous Re 
to prey upon itſell. "FJ 


I have Mi W ts with the op- 
probrious Appellation of a Jeſuit in dil- 
guiſe, but in this my Calumniators have 
betrayed their Ignorance of the Order of 
the Italian Church. Others have inſinu- 
| ated, that I am an Antinomian *, becauſe 

<7 *S; I ſtrictly 
* The Servants of Chriſt who are led by the 
Spirits Teachings into the deep and great Doctrines 


of the Goſpel, are ſure to have the ſtigma of 
Antinomians given them, by thoſe Teachers who 
make ſuch great Pretenſions ta (what they call) 
progreſſive Holineſs and practical Godlineſs, | 
when at the ſame time their Conduct overturns 
their Sentiment, That they are progreſſive in 
the diabolical Spirit of Malevolence, and truly. - 

practical in Calumny and Slander, is obvious to 

every Lover of Truth. The almoſt. 
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ADDRESS. 

I ſtrĩcth maintain the Doctrine of Gaernet 
TranſaQtions, (viz.) that all things were 
predetermined . by the Wiſdom of God 
Ina Covenant way, before the F oundation 


| of this World. 


8 e Tyranny of Mr. Joſhua . 

Bedford, in a variety of Circumſtances reſpe&- 
ing Mr. James Dunton, is a Demonſtration of 
the prececding, — The Conduct of Mr. James 
Dunton, Junior, is highly commendable. His 
vindicating an injured Father does him honor 
as a Son, but greater as a Chriſtian, — Some of 
the Charges exhibited againſt Mr, Dunton, Senr, 
are in my view an Evidence of his Wiſdom in 
the purity of Experimental Knowledge in the 
: gforious Principles of the Goſpel of Chriſt,” and 
do him honor in the Eyes of the truly Spiritual, 
efpccially thoſe who excel in Virtue.— It would 
give me real Pleaſure to here that Mr, Symonds 
trad been with that old Diſciple whom Jeſus 
loves to have the, way of God explained to him 
Ps Cas | 


Some 


ADDEZSSA Wl 


Some have diſcovered their Ignorance 


and their Malevolence in giving me the 
Appellation of a Sabellion. The glorious 
Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons, in one 
Jehovah, is that which my redeemed Soul 
glories in. I rejoice in the Sonſhip of 
the Lord. Jeſus, and in his Mediatorial 
Office, which flows from his glorious Son- 
ſhip. I view with ole Satisfaction and 
Heart-fele Joy the conſummate Union of 


the two Natures in the wonderful and 


glorious Perſon of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 


The Union of which conſtitutes him the 
Son of God, therefore it is from him that 


all Grace and Bleſſings flow to his beloved 
Spouſe. Adored be my heavenly Father 
in giving me to ſee that my Glory lies in 
my Union with a precious Chriſt in his 
love to me. O, how delightful is the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, in his.efſential ſelf-ex- 

A 4, "me 
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—ñ — —— an — 


in A D DA KR 8 


iſtent and perſonal Glory to my regene- 


rated and converted Soul. He is the 


object of my Glory ! the delight of my 
Affections! the center of my Joy! the 


foundation of my Hope for eternal Life 


and Glory. Reproach and Cenſure at- 
tended the Miniſtry, and Character of 
the LAuB of Gop. Some ſaid, that he 
was a good Man: Others ſaid nay, but 
be deceiveth the People, John, Ch. vii. 
ver. 12. Others ſaid, Behold, a Man 
gluttonaus, and a Wine Bibber, Matth. 
Ch. xi. ver. 19. The Phariſees charged 
him with caſting out Devils through the 
Prince of the Devils, Matth. Ch. ix. v. g. 


But lo, when the holy and humble Jeſus 


was reviled, he reviled not again > when 
he ſuffered he threatened not; but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth right- 
zouſly, 1 Pet. Ch, ii. v. 23. The ſame 


incom- 


KDDRESS. 


incomparable Teacher has likewiſe. told 
us, that the Diſciple is not above his 


Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord, 
Matth. Chap. x. ver. 24. This truth is 
obvious reſpecting Paul, who when he 
had been preaching the pure Goſpel of 
Jeſus, and relating his own Converſion, 
the Phariſees cried out, Away with ſuch 
a Fellow from the Earth: for it is not fit 
chat he ſhould live, Acts. Ch. xxii. v. 22. 


In the Narrative IT have introduced 
Facts from a Principle of Love to the 
Honor of Chriſt, and Bowels of Love to 


his Saints. I have ſtated Matters with 


Preciſion and artleſs Simplicity. I have 
aimed to avoid Prolixity, knowing that 


every thing of that Nature gives pain to 


real Senſibility. From an Experimental 


Acquaintance with the Truth as it is in 
EY Telus, 
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Jeſus, and viewing the God of my Salva- 
tion ignorantly inſulted, I have openly 
and faithfully declared my Diſapprobation 
of the Sentiments of Mr. Andrew Fuller, 


which by the way is an old Error, intro- 


duced in a modern Dreſs, which in my 


view is as deteſtable as the Prineiples of an 


Arminian. The former repreſents the Al- 


mighty as an awful Tyrant in ſending Crea- 


tures into everlaſting Torments for their 


not doing that which he never intended 
to give them any Power to perform. The 
Arminian repreſents God under the Cha- 


rater of an unjuſt Sovereign in ſending 
Myriads of immortal Souls to feel the ex- 
cruciating Pains of Hell for whom Chriſt 
ſweat great Drops of Blood, and ranſom- 
ed from the Hand of Juſtice withhis Life. 
« Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens, at this!“ 


The 
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a Day of ſmall Things reſpecting Evan- 


gelical Knowledge. A conſiſtent Mini- 
ſtry is now rare to be met wich. The 
Waters, which are fouled with the Feet 
of unſkilful Sn EER DS, are eagerly re- 


ceived, while the Snow of Lebanon, and 


the pure Waters flowing from the Rock 


Chriſt are lightly eſteemed. 
The folly of the fooliſh VIA GI 


Cuvrcnts is obvious to Men of real 
Spirituality, in that they have made choice 


of Lamps without Oil to be their Mini- 


ſters. I have often felt Sorrow, in hear- 
ing unſkilful Teachers read and talk. 


with ſuch inaccuracy about the Doctrines 


of the Goſpel, and the Experience of the 


Redeemed in Jeſus. 

An Hiftorian's Mind may be enter- 
tained in reading the Hardſhips of 
a brave VETERAN, or the Sufferings 


of 


KD DSS WM 
The preſent Day appears to me to be 
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X11 ADDRESS. 


of the Masta but at the "FOR time 


he knows nothing about the matter expe- 


rimently, conſequently is incapable of _ 
ſpeaking feelingly on the Subject. Now' 
the Man that has gone through the Fa- 


tigues of many a Campaign, and has fought 
for his Prince and Country, in conver- 
ſing on the Subject feels the martial Fire. 


The Seaman alſo, who has been; toſſed 
with Tempeſt on the rolling Waves, and 
billows of the mighty Ocean, feels the 
Subject matter in relating Facts. So 
the tired Servants of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who have been toſſed with Tem- 
peſts within and without, can feelingly 
ſpeak what they know to the Glory and 
Praiſe of the Divine Loves! 


OI am yours, 

In the Fellowſhip of the 
ED Goſpel, and in the 
Work of the Miniſtry, 

MATHETES. 
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it ONTAINING 4 ſhort * 4 
Wy Anceſtry, and of my Life, prior to my being 
> called by Grace, with Some Remarks on Provi- 
1 dential . | 
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LETTER 1 


Containing a particular Account of the won- 
derful and 8 Dealings of God with my 
Sond. 


+ We © TER III. | 
Containing a further Account of my Miniſtry, 
with ſome ſtriking Providences ; | alſo, a ſhort 
Narrative of the Regeneration, and comfortable 
| Death of my eldeſt Daughter. ; 
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LETTER IN. 


Containing an Account of my Call to the Neu- 


way Chapel, Weſtminſter ; with a Diſplay of the 

Love and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, in the 
 Converhon of ſome atrocious Sinners; likewiſe, 
ſome extraordinary Providences. 


LETTER V. 


1 a further Account of my Miniſtry 


at the New-way Chapel. 


LETTER VI. 


| Containing an Account of my leaving Weſt- 


minſter Chapel, my Call to Oxford, with ſome 
Circumſtances attending my Miniſry. A Vifet © 
to my Father in the North, and my Reaſons for 
becoming a Baptiſt. 
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LETTER VU. 
Containing an Account of my being ſent out 


into the Miniſtry conformably to Congregational 
Order. Alſo my Settlement with the Church late 


under the Paſtoral Care of the Reverend Thomas 


Cramer. 


LETTER VIII. 


Containing on Account of my Conduct towards 
the Church at Red-Croſs-Sireet, after I had gi- 


en up. my Office among ft them, and my Reaſons. 


for again becoming their Paſtor, with ſome fur- 

ther Account of my Miniſtry. | 
LETTER IX. 

Containing my Views - of the important Doc- 


trines of the precious "Im and the Frivilcges 
of the Saints. 
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LETTER x. 
containing my Diſapprobation and Teftimony 


. 
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/t the unſound and inconſiſtent Method of 


FAatn 


2 
what 1s called Goſpel-Preaching ; alſo my Views, 


how Chriſt ought to be preached. 
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LIFE of MATHETES. 


LETTER IL 
Containing a ſhort Account of his Anceſtry, and” 
of has Life, prior to his being called by Grace, 


with ſome Remarks on hor arts Prefer- 
vation. 


RE v. SIR, 


AM the third Son of Thomas Clarke of 
Aſhley in the County of Stafford, the place 


ol my nativity. Thomas Clarke was one of the 


nineteen Sons of Valentine Clarke, Valentine 
| B . Clarke's 
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2 LIFE or MATHETES. 


Clarke's * Mother was of the antient family of 
the O. Neal's of the kingdom of Ireland. My 
Grandmother was related to Sir Patrick Max- 
field of Scotland; ſhe was married at the age 
of thirteen, and was the Mother of the above- 
mentioned 19 ſons, who were all living at one 
time. My Mother was Daughter of John and 
Catherine Burch + of Aſhley ; the latter was 
a Catholic, and for ſome years lived in the 
family of Mr. Fleetwood at Bromley. When 


I was about two years old my Parents removed 


* Valentine Clarke, was Colonel of a Troop of Horſe, 


in the Reign of William and Mary, and was at the croſſing 


the Bine Water, at the time DukE ScuomBERs loſt his life. 
After the War was ended, he retired on Half-pay, and ſet- 
tled in a Village in Cumberland, and there ended his days. 
After his death, the Children were varioufly diſperſed : ac- 
cording to the will of Providence. 


7 Mr. Henry Clarke, Profeſſor of Philoſophy, and the 
Mathematics, at Salford in Lancaſhire, (my Brother) has 
by him the Genealogy of both Families. I do not men- 
tion the Circumſtances of my Deſcent from any motives of 
Vanity. To be a Son of Adam is common to every One ; 


to be a Son of God 1s the only diſtinftion of genuine Tri- | 
 amph, 


LO 
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LIFE or MATHETES: 3 


to Salford in Lancaſhire. My Father was of 
the Epiſcopal Church of Scotland, and be- 
longed to a congregation. under the care of 
Thomas Deacon * M. D. of Mancheſter. 
About the age vf ſeven I was admitted a mem- 
ber of the aforeſaid Church; and being anoint- 
ed with oil, and confirmed by Dr. Deacon, 
(who was a prelate of the Epiſcopal Church of 


Scotland) I received the Sacrament, and was 


a conſtant communicant for ſome years, in the 


aforeſaid Church. After ſome time my Father 


quitted the Church of Scotland, and became 
a Member of the eſtabliſhment of England. 
My Mother being a rigid Catholic, and my Fa- 
ther a warm zealot for the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and both being well acquainted with Church- 
Hiſtory, frequent diſputations aroſe and made 
them very uncomfortable with each other. 
One ſubje& of their Controverſy was the 


by Dr. Deacon, maintained the Doctrine of Triune Emerſion, 
likewiſe, that thoſe who had a right to the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm had alſo a right to the Table of the Lord. 
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4 LIFE or MATHETES. 


Education of their Children. At laſt it was 
mutually agreed, that I ſhould be brought up 
in the Catholic, and the other Sons in the 
National Church. Accordingly I was intro- 
duced by my Mother to a Mr. Hume, who, 
at that time, was the Prieſt of the Catholic 
Congregation at Mancheſter. — I was under 
the Inſtruction of Mr. Hume for ſome years, 
not in Claſſical Knowledge but in the Princi- 
ples, Order, and Devotional Exerciſes of the 
Church of Rome, — Mr. Hume was truly in- 
deſatigable in trying to guard, and to tortify 
my mind againſt what he called the cunning 
Devices and Doctrines of Herteics, whom he 
conlidered to be the Teachers mentioned in 


John's firſt Epiſlle, Chap. ii. v. 19. They 


went out from us, but they were not of us: 


for if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us, &c. Alſo 
John, Chap. xix. v. 6. which he corſidered 
to be deſcriptive of Heretics, under the ap- 
pellation of withered branches, which ſhall be 


caſt into the fire and be burned, Mr. Hume 
| gave 


LIFE or MATHETES: 3; 


gave me moſt excellent advice reſpecting the 


nature and uſeſulneſs of moral virtue, to which 
I endeavoured to give proper attention. I 
ſoon plumed myſelf with the ſig· leaves of my 
own doings, and ſuch was the vanity of my 
mind that I really thought I was become a molt 
eminent Saint; and ſo great was my zeal for 
the Romiſh Church, that I ſelt that I could 
willingly have laid down my life in her cauſe, 
I ignorantly and eagerly ſucked the breaſts of 
the harlot mother, and thought her baneful 
milk was the fincere milk of the word; and 
that it was the greateſt honor in the world to 
have the appellation of a Catholic, or a Mem- 
ber of the Church of Rome. The firſt time 
that I made a confeſſion of my fins to the 
prieſt, it was a general confeſſion of all which 
I had committed of an actual nature, ſo far as 
I could remember. The Prieſt had a liſt of 
tins which he read, and then interrogated me 
in a very ſolemn, and faithful manner reſpe&- 
ing the different ſorts of fins, and at the ſame 


fime ſet forth the awful evil of a partial con- 


B 3 | | 8 ſeſſion. 
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6 LIFE or MATHETES. 


feſſion. He informed me that confeſſion muſt 
be unreſerved, and then gave me full ab- 
ſolution, which immediately filled my breaſt 
with deluſive j Joy, and vain glory. I really 
thought that all my ſins were remitted and that 
] was clean and holy; in conſequence of which 
I cheerfully and ſtrictly performed the penance 
which the prieſt appointed as the puniſhment 
of my tranſgreſhons*. When I was. about 

the 


* Jn the Martyrology of the Italian Church, there is a 
kind of an Hieroglyphical Tree, which repreſents Mother- 
Church, reſting upon Peter, with what they call their in- 
fallible Succeſſion of Prelates, who have filled the Pontifical 
Chair, ever ſince the days of Peter. On each fide of the 
Tree, are repreſented, Calvin and Luther, and many of the 
Reformers as withered branches dropping into the flames 
of Hell. —Abſolution from Sin, preceeding the puniſhment, 
is a Doctrine ſtrictly maintained by the Romiſh Church, 
and they ground it upon what Nathan ſaid to David, 
2 Sam. Chap. xii. and ſome of our unſkilful watchmen in 
this midnight ſtate of the Church expreſs themſelves in a 
Umilar manner, (viz.) that God's People read their Sin in 
their puniſhment. This Idea is the Quinteſſence of Popery. 
God never puniſhed Sin in any of his dear Ele& Children, 


neither did he ever puniſh them for Sin. God can never 
puniſh 
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the age of 15, I was reſolved to leave my pa- 
rents on account of their great unhappineſs 


„ reſpect- 


puniſh Sin partially, neither can he ever love partially. 
There is an infinite demerit in all Sin, as it ſtands oppoſed 


to the Law and nature of God, therefore of neceſſity in- 
llexible Juſtice muſt punifh Sin in a way of wrath, for the 


wrath of God is revealed againſt all ungodlineſs and un- 
righteouſnefs of Men, Rom. Chap. i. v. 18. All the Sins 


of the Elect Spouſe paſt, preſent, and to come, as one black 


awful tremendous Cloud (which is made up of unnumbered 
Millions of drops of water) were collected and LAID by 
the Father's hand on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, according t o 
Iſai. Chap. Iiii. v. 6. And the Lord hath laid on him the 


iniquity of us all. That was the day of God's fierce Anger. 


There he took vengeance on the Sins of the Spouſe on her 
BaiptcRoOM's HEAD, and cruſhed him to Death in the 
wine-preſs of his wrath, in order that the wine of BIE E D- 
inc Lovz might be drank by faith, by the Sons. of God; 
ſo that Chriſt their Paſſover being ſacrificed for them, 
they might keep the Feaſt. Now there remaineth no more 


_ facrifice for Sins, The appointed Lamb, has been caught 


in the Thicket of the Spouſe's Sins, He hath made Recon- 
ciliation for all her Sins, he has buried them in eternal 


Oblivion, aud if ſought for they cannot be found. Iam 
| therefore confidently perſuaded, that all thoſe, who 'main- 
tain the Sentiments of God's puniſhing Sin in his People - 
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reſpecting religious ſentiments. Accordingly 
I communicated my mind to the Prieſt, who 
approved of my intention, and gave me two 


letters of recommendation, one to a reſident, 


and the other to the Catholic Biſhop of Lon- 
don, in order that I might be directed by 
them. Accordingly I left my father's houſe 


and performed a journey of upwards $00 miles 


with ſeven ſhillings, not knowing in one point 
of view whither I went, but in every place 
were I came by the kind, and wile hand of di- 


are ignorantly detraQtiug from the all-powerful, and glori- 


' ous Sacrifice of Atonement made by the Bleſſed Redeemer) 


and muſt have benighted views of the nature of God's pu- 
niſhing the Sins of his People. God has told his People 
{or their ſtrong Conſolation, Jer. Chap. xxxi. v. 34. I will 
remember their Sins no more, I view all my Tribulations 
as the fruits of Covenant, Love and Goodneſs, and conſider 


them as Evidences of Union Relation with the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I am perſuaded that the Spouſe of Jeſus wil ac- 


knowlcdge with Love and Gratitude that affliction's Cup, 
has been filled with wholeſome Dregs, bitter to the fleſh, 
yet in ſome way made uſcful to the Child of God in the 


Houſe of his Pilgrimage, neither can it be otherwiſe, be - 


cauſe all are appointed in Wiſdom by a Lover and Friend. 
vine 
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vine providence I found favor in the eyes of 
the people. I was truly diligent in working 
with my own hands in order to ſupport myſelf 


with reputation, at the ſame time paying a ſtrict 
attention to what I thought to be the duties of 


religion. I was remarkably fearful of aſſociat- 
ing with any people but Catholics, being fully 


perſuaded in my own mind, that all, indiſeri- 


minately, were in a ſlate of condemnation Who 


were without the Pale of the Catholic Church. 


I was exceedingly partial to the Italian Fa- 


thers Tranſlation of the New Teſtament, 
Thomas a Kempis, Auguſtine and Paſchal's 
Meditations, and to a work called the Uner- 


ring Authority of the Catholic Church. When 
I was in the ſeventeenth year of my age I 


began to be exceedingly ſond of dreſs, and 


was carried away with vanity, yet I was pre- 
ſerved, ſober, and modeſt in my conduct. 
When I was in the 19th year of my age, 
many propoſals were made to me reſpecting a 
change of my ſituation in Life, to which I 


attended and was married at Fulham i in Mid- 


dleſex. 


+; 
. 


* 
— 4 - 

* * b 1 — 

r Nee rer Ts MEU ot > + 
*. 2 > * — — Arenen = —_—  — = = 
r Se n * age fs r = 
o o : - 5 P WF y vv 0, 

"= \ _ . be = CY " © A 


Ix 
a 
AS 
A 4 
_ 


een 


10 LIFE or, MATHETES. | 


dleſex. Being married I began to be exceed- 


ingly thoughtful about my Soul, and called to 
mind the advice of my Mother, and the in- 
ſtructions which had been given me by the 
Dean of Cheſter and the Prieſt, who had been 
my Confeſſor. I was much troubled in Mind 
| 5 1 | and diſtreſſed in Conſcience, on account of 
i ||: my not having been diligent in what the Ca- 
tholics call Devotional Exerciſe. I began 
| 0 x yz again to make vows and reſolutions to live a 


holy pious Life for the future; in conſequence 
of which my Conſcience became more calm, 
| and my Mind more compoled. I took great 
MR li delight in reading the works of the apparently 
1 Devout Catholics, eſpecially a work called 
"A [ the Penitent Catholic, which was a pathetic 
4 [ Diſſertation on the moſt diſtinguiſhed cha- 
1 racters deſcribed by the Four Evangeliſts whom 
1 the Lord had called to a knowledge of their 
| intereſt in his ETERNAL LOVE *. I had 
| - been 
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been a Child of forrows, expoſed to hardſhip, 
and wholly neglected by my Parents. I had 


never 


ſerved in Jeſus Cin iſt unto calling, I think therefore upon a 
ret roſpective view, it may be ſomewhat uſeful to mention the 
watchful, preſerving Providence of God over me when in a 
State of Nature. I once fell from a high craggy Rock into 
a River, and when almoſt drowned, a Woman, who was 
under the crag, caught hold of the hair of my head, and 
drew me out. Another time I fell from an Obeliſk and 
was near unto Death, I again fell into a River, and was 
carried with great rapidity down the ſtream, and was very 
nigh being daſhed to pieces on the wheel of a Mill. At 


another time I thought that I muſt loſe my right Hand, | 


through the Venom of a Toad. I was once in an open field 
when an Arrow came from an inviſible hand, and entered 
deep into the bone of one of my legs. It could never be 


found whence it came, though much pains were taken on 


the occaſion. ' 


God's Love and providential Care 1s as great towards his 


People in a; ſtate of nature, as after they are regenetated by 


the agency of the Holy Spirit. To talk of degrees in God's 
Love is ignorance and folly, We are told by unſkilful 


Shepherds, that God firſt loves with à Love of pity and 


compaſſion ; and that when redeemed Sonls are born again 
he then loves them, with a Love of delight; this is truly 
darkening Counſel with words. All whom God loves in 
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never been ſent to School, for at the age of 
eight years I was put out to mental lervice to 
work for my Bread, which I attended to with 
diligence to the ſatisfaction of my Maſters, 
It was my Mother's deſire, and intereſt was 
made to ſend me to Saint Omer's in France, 
in order to be educated for a Romiſh Prieſt, 
but a negative was put on my Mother's wiſh, 


Heaven or in Earth are loved with an eternal Complacency ! 
« The reverſe is folly's Creed.“ Probably the preceeding 
circumſtances of providential Preſervation may appear trivial 
to thoſe whoſe Shoes ſcarcely have been wetin the ſanctuary 
waters, but I am fully perſuaded that every weather-beaten 
Veteran who has been diſtreſſed by Sin and Satan in this 
wilderneſs world is ſatisfied with the bleſſed Doctrine of 
an unerring Providence in all Things. I abhor the fallaci- 
ous notion of caſuality. I conſider Providence to be as 
ſpecial reſpecting the Non-ele& World, as reſpecting the 
redeemed Spouſe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with this diffe- 
_ rence, all the Viciſſitudes which the ungodly paſs through 
bring them to their appointed End and Place, even the Place 
unto which God has willed them Unto. On the other 
hand reſpeQing the Beloved of Jeſus, all providential Trials 
will be made uſeful unto them, becauſe Covenant Love hath 
wiſely ordered them in weight and meaſure as a neceſſary 


Part of their Covenant Portion, 
| and 
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and I continued in ſervitude with my Maſter, 
who gave me two- -pence a week for ſpending 
money, which I gave to a School-Maſter in 
order to obtain ſome ſmall degree of uſeful 
Learning, accordingly I went every evening 
for about four years, at which time my Maſter 
died. I then came back to my Father's houſe, 
and continued till the time above ſpecified. 


Providence placed me in a reſpeQable 
Tradeſman's houſe at Great Chelſea, where 
I lived ſome years; and began to be very 
thoughtful. I frequently took a retroſpective 
view of my Parents inattention to me when 
a Child, on which account I frequently found 
ſorrow to my Soul. Muſing on paſt circum- 
ſtances, and knowing that I had been helped 
to get my bread from the age of eight years, 
I found a defire in my heart to pay my Pa- 
rents ſor the eight years which they had kept 
me. Accordingly I made a calculation of what 


T1 thought had been the expence, and ſent 
them the money. I ſuppoſe this was done from 
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1 Rev. Sin, 
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reſentment, and intended as a reprehenſion 
to my Parents ſor their partiality, which was 
afterwards acknowledged by them with much 
concern of mind. Thus I admire and adore 
the God of Providence and of all Grace, ſor 

ais guiding's, and conducting me in the days 


of ignorance and nature's blindneſs, when I 
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TEL 


Containing à particular Account of the wonder- 
ful and gracious Dealings of God with my 
Soul. py . N 


RE. SIR, 


17 the twenty-ſecond year of my age, I was 
for ſome Months, in a houſe in which 
were ſome Men who feared the Lord, who. 
ſoon perceived that I was a Catholic, which 
diicovery opened a way for Converſation on 
the Subject of Religion. The kind and pleaſing: 
manner in which two of thoſe Men allured 


meinto Converſation on Religious Sentiments 
torcibly ſtruck my mind. — While they were 


converſing on the nature of Vital Godlineſs, 
and Regeneration, and pointing out ſome of 
the baneful errors of the Papal Church, I 


found enmity riſing up in my heart againſt 


them, viewing them inimical.to the intereſts 
of MOTHER CHURCH.— They perceived 
my ignorant Zeal, but at the ſame time, with 
calmneſs 
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calmneſs of ſpirit, adviſed me to read the 
Bible with mature and thoughtful delibera- 


tion, to which I attended, not out of love to 
their Counſel, but with the hope of being 
able to convince them that they were hetero- 


dox, and that the Catholic Church was IN. 
FALLIBLE. — One morning. one Azarzak &, 


was {peaking about the defeftion of human, 


nature, and the bleiſedneſs of being created 
anew in Chriſt Jefus. My mind was ftruck 
with ſome degree of real concern in a way 
that it never had been before. The change 
was obvious to my friend, and from that time, 
in ſteadof entering into Controverſy, I became 
truly ſolicitous ſor information. The Sunday 
following, I went to hear a Mr. Fletcher ; he 
attended to thoſe words, Iſa. Chap. i. v. 18. 
Come now and let us reaſon togather, ſaith 


* Azariah has been a Preacher in Mr, John Wefley's con- 
nexion many years; his natural Abilities appear to be great, 
his acquired Knowledge does him honor, glad ſhould I be 
to hear him bid farewel to the fallacious and baneſul Sen- 
timents of Arminianiſm, and to hear him proclaim a free 
and finiſhed Salvation. 
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the Lord, though your Sins be as ſcarlet; 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow, though they 


be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. — 
I found my mind ſomewhat affefted and be- 
gan to think, ſurely there is ſomething in 
Religion, that Jam an intire ſtranger to.— 


In the multitude of perplexing Doubts, I 


thought, ſurely my Parents are unacquainted 
with true Chriſtianity, notwithſtanding all 
their diſputations on the ſubjeft. After the 
worſhip was over, I aſked my friend, if thoſe 


People that were ſighing, groaning and weep- ; 


ing, had not been guilty of ſome atrocious 
Crimes ? — He bore with my ignorance, and 
ſtrove to inform my mind. After this I went 
to hear Mr. Whitfield ; I was greatly rejoiced 
in hearing him, but could not give any reaſon 
why. I found an uncommon reſpect for him, 


and went to hear him as often as Providence 
put it in my power. —A ſew weeks after the 


preceeding, I met with a Mr. Gibbins *, he 


Mr. Gibbins, was smith to the Painczss DOoWACRR 


or Wal Es. The following FACT, I think, is worthy of 


C 


Notice. 
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appeared to be a Man of ſweet experimentab 


Knowledge, and was truly ſpiritual and heavenly 


in his converſation, and ſhewed me the kind- 
neſs of a Father, and of a real Friend. The 
information, and inftruftion- which I received 
under the kind hand of the Lord, proved ſa- 
lutary, ſo as to influence my mind to keep 
under the word preached. I became truly 
watchful reſpecting my moral Conduct, and 
embraced every opportunity to read the word 
of Revelation. Trifling converſation was de- 
teſtable, I had a great deſire to underſland, 
and to be made à partaker of that Religion 
which is pure and undefiled. 


One day I was called in Providence to aſi 
houſe were I perceived a young man in great 


Notice. One of the Maids was ſick; with whom Mr. Gib- 
bins Mas acquainted; ſhe ſent for her Friend to pray with 
her, and juſt as Mr. Gidbins had concluded, the Princeſi 
came into the Maid's Apartment, and ſaid, Who was it that 
prayed that good Prayer ? Adding, God will bleſs you. — 
The Princeſs made a Settlement on Mr. _Gibbins or Aja Lift 
on account of that 

n, diſtrels 
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diſtreſs of mind; his name was James Wood, 
he had only been arrived a few days from Dub- 
(in. He appeared to have a ſorrowful coun- 


tenance and anguiſh in his Soul, but at the fame 


time was ſinging the following Hymn: 
ny | 5 ; ; i | 4 | 
Come, Lord, from above, 
Each Mountain remove, 
And now let me feel a freſh ſenſe of . Love. 


| II. 
I 1 binguitinnd pine 


For thy Comforts Divine, 


O, when ſhall I ay my Beloved is mine. 


WS: 
For this my Soul ſighs, . - 
Nothing leſs can ſuffice, 
O. comfort aMourner,thou Pearl of great price. 


While the young man was ſinging, floods of 
tears ran down his cheeks, and his heart ap- 


There are Songs of Sorrow and Lamentation mentioned ention 


n 2 as well as Songs of Praife aud Joy. 
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peared to be melted. While he was in this 
ſituation, he felt great contrition of Soul, from 
a humiliating ſenſe of the vileneſs of my na- 


ture; but at the ſame time I found ſtrong de- 


fires in a way of Love towards the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; in ſhort, I became a contraſt to my- 
ſelf. The tranſitions of my mind from love 
to ſorrow, and grief to joy, were felt beyond 
expreſſion; I then aſked the young Man, 


| what might be the cauſe of his trouble? He 


was free to communicate. He informed me, 
that be was juſt come from Ireland“, and that 
| | when 


The Doctrine of Providence, is a Doctrine of delight 
to the Heaven-born Children of Zion. It is obvious to me, 
that God withheld his. power in order to let Mr. Wood feel 
more of the defection or corruption of his Adam nature, alſo 
to bring him to enjoy greater Conſolation in a ſteady de- 
pendence on the Power and Faithfulneſs of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Mr. Wood was to come from Ireland to the houſe 
at the hour which Providence had appointed me to be there. 
He was to be found in that frame of Peniteatial Contrition. 
He was to open his whole mind to a ſtranger. His ſorrow 
of mind was to be overruled for my good. There is no 
truth more obvious in the revealed will of God, than that 

| e dhe 
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when in that Kingdom he was a Member of a 
Chriſtian Society who had given an account 
of the gracious dealings of God with their 
REDEEMED, REGENERATED, and CONs 
VERTED Souls. He acknowledged that his 
Soul' was in a languiſhing ſituation, becauſe 
his © Beloved Saviour had withdrawn himſelf 
and was gone.” He appeared to be © lick 
with love.“ He had ſought his Lord but 


could not find him; he had called upon him, 


but he gave him no anſwer, ” which, faid he, 
fills my ſoul with ſorrow. O, ſaid he, I long 


to have a freſh manifeſtive view of my Eternal 


Intereſt in forgiving Love, and nothing elſe 
can ſuffice. Aſter I parted with Mr. Wood 
I was overwhelmed with ſorrow of Soul, 


from a feeling ſenſe of my Sin and Guilt; 
my natural ſtrength was ſo exhauſted that I 


was under the neceſſity to reſt by the way be- 


the Lord has appointed the ſorrows of his People, as well 


as their Confolations. I aver, that I am fully ſatisfied that 
all Men, and all We are filling up God's Irreverlible 
Decree. | 
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fore I contd teach my home. I then took up 
a Form of Prayer, but that would not do, for 


there was not any thing in the /orm that was 


ſaitable to the diftreſs of my Soul. — I then 


"FI: en * on the floor before the 


Lord 


* An Anecdote, ſtrikes my mind which I once met with 
in the Writings of one of the Italian Prelates. — There was 


2 Peaſant lived near his Lordfhip's Palace, who Was 


under great diſtreſs about his Soul, and was fearful of being 
ſent into eternal Miſery. This poor Man could not read, 
and therefore concluded that he could not pray. One 
morning he went to the Biſhop's Palace, and deſired to have 
4 interview with his Lordſhip,—it was was granted —The 
honeſt Ruſtic was cordially received, and related the ſitua- 
tion of his mind, and ſaid, that he could not read, and that 


he had to aſk a favor from the Biſhop, (viz.) that he would 


be pleaſed to teach him a ſhort Prayer, one that he might 
remember and be comforted with, Accordingly the Pre- 
le taught him a few words, which greatly elated the mind 
of the poor Man. In the night the Man awoke but had. 
forgot his Prayer ; on the morning he went again, and told 
his Lordſhip what 'a fad thing had fallen him, The Lord 
Biſhop ſaid, my honeſt friend, what did you do when you 


found you could not call that Prayer to mind which I taught 


you ? He replied, O, my Lord, I fell down on my face and 
cried, 


out after the Lord in ardent defires. I began 
to be very abſtemious, and thought I would 


LIFE or MATHETES. m3 
Lord in order to pray, but I could only figh 


and groan, 1 did not think it was true Prayer, 


though at the ſame time my Soul was going 


mortify fin by faſting. Aecordingly I faſted 
twice a week, from morning to evening, for 


_ upwards of two years, by which means I be- 


came ſo weak in body, that when I fat down 
could ſcarcely rife up. I did not think that 
thofe auſterities would obtain the favor of God, 
neither did I think that a life of ſelf-detiiat was 


a pre- requiſite to falvation, but my thoaghe 


was, very probably God may be graeiouſly 
pleaſed to relieve me ſooner from my diſtreſs 
and. bondage on aceount 'of my faſting and 


ſell. denial. I began to be under great co. 
cern about my Parents, and fat up whole 
nights in praying for them, and in writing to 


cried, O Lord, have mercy on my Soul, and forgive all my 
Sins for Chriſt's ſake. Well, replied the Prelate, my friend, 
if you can pray in that way, nnn for Tu: | 
be . a Form. | | 
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them about ſpiritual Salvation. I ſent them 
many Letters on Religious Subjects, from an 
ardent deſire for the Salvation of their Souls; 
I alſo ſent Letters to the Prieſt who had been 
my Confeſſor, who, after he had read them, 
committed them to the flames, pronouncing 
them to. be heretical; I was afterwards ex- 
communicated by BELL, Book, and Can- . 
DLE; after which the Prieſt told my Mother, 
your Son will become a great enemy to the 
Catholic Faith, and a Preacher of Hereſy. — 
I continued in great diſtreſs of Soul from a 


ſeeling ſenſe of the vileneſs of my nature. I 


often caſt my eyes on the Brute Creation, and 
thought what a happineſs it would: have been 
for me if I had been one of the Brute kind 
whoſe death is their end. I often wiſhed; that 
I had never been born, or that I had been as 
mire in the fireet. I many a time found an- 
ger riſe in my heart againſt my Parents for | 
being inſtrumental of bringing me into the 


world. I ſenſibly felt the force of thoſe words, 


(viz.) „A wounded Sprrit who. can bear?“ 
I was 
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1 was conſtrained to cry © I am poor and 
my beart is wounded within me.“ I thought 


that the ſhaſt had come from the Croſs-bow of 


God's wrath, and not from the Quiver of his 
love. I did not then know that it was God's 
pleaſure and method of ſaving poor Sinners, 
to wound and then to heal, to, kill and to 
make alive. I embraced every opportunity 
that Providence put in my power to hear the. 
word preached, but at the ſame time I did 
not underſtand the nature of a free and finiſh- 
ed Salvation. I thought that all who cried. 
out againſt Sin, and ſaid ſomething about the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, were all Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, but this was my great ignorance, and 


_ darkneſs of mind. I heard at Weſt- Street 


Chapel, that Mr. Fletcher was to preach, ac- 
cordingly I went to hear in hopes of. meeting 
with ſome conſolation. The Miniſter ap- 
peared to have great zeal, and was very libe- 
ral in his offering of Chriſt, Grace, and Sal- 
vation to the People. He ſolemnly charged 
the Congregation not to depart that night 

without 
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without accepting the offered Salvation. He 


further told them, that if they did, the day 


of Grace might be paſt, and they for ever 
ſhut out from God's Love. — Mr. Fletcher, 
faid, probably there may be ſome preſent ſay- 
ing in their hearts, O, Sir, if you could give 
me all the world I cannot believe. Well, 
ſaid the Miniſter, you are to tell the Lord 


with your Tongues, that you do and will be- 


lieve till your hearts cry AMEN. Upon this 


FI began to put in practice the Miniſter's ad- 


vice till my Conſcience was all on fire and 


guilt rolled in upon my Soul like a violent 


ſea. I found that I had been lying unto 


God, upon which I became fearful leſt I had | 


committed the unpardonable Sin. Since that 


time I have often thought on the words of 
Job, (viz.) © Ye are all ſorgers of Lies, ye 


are all Phy/ictans of no value. 


| After the preceeding I was brought ſuc- 
ceſſively under the Miniſtry of Mr. John 
Tefley, Whitfield and Romain. Under the Mi- 

„„ | niſtry 


ac- 
2 


Mi- 
iſtry 
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niſtry of Mr. Romain, I was brought to have a 
humiliating ſenſe of the ſad depravity and im- 
becility of my nature, on which account I loath- 
ed myſelf in my own fight In a litile time it 
as repreſented to me tliat the Principles of Mr. 
IV:/l:y were incentive to holineſs, and that the 
ſentiments of thoſe Miniſters who were called 
Free Grace Preachers led to Licentiouſneſs, 
I immediately abſented from hearing them, 
and commenced one of Mr. Weſley's Society, 
and continued with them ſor ſome time, with 
great ftrickneſs. I was frequently at meetings 
which were appointed for Prayer, and often 
heard them talk at thoſe meetings, of ſtriving 
to be like the importunate Widow, (viz.) to 

weary God, and give him no reſt, as ſhe did 
an earthly Judge. They talked much aboat 
Holy Violence “, and about taking the Kin 
| dom 


By the Kingdom of Heaven, I underſtand: the glorious 
Doctrines of Grace, included in the Goſpel of a finiſhed - 


| Salvation. Now this Kingdom ſuffereth Violence, from. 


the violent AzMIinion PHARISEES, Who are taking it by 
5 force, 
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28 LIFE OT MATHETES. # 
dom of Heaven by ſtorm. Upon this I again 
began to rattle the chain of Will-worſhip in 
the ſetters of legal hope, and plying the Gal- 
ley Oar, to work for my life. One night I 
ſaid in my mind, that I would not give ſleep. 
to my eyes, nor lumber to my eye-lids till 
the Lord granted me the pardon of Sin. Ac- 
cordingly I took my Bible, and ſat up the 


| force, that 1s by doing violence to the pure Gosenr Par N. 

CIPLES, by their fallacious, and imaginary Comments. The 

Goſpel of a free and finiſhed Salvation diſdains to be ſhack- 

led with the appendages of PHARIiSAICAL and ArMINIAN. 
TaAITIOVS. I have often been filled with aſtoniſhment, 

when I have heard. Teachers proſeſſing Calviniſm Wrap 

their Sermons up in the Drapery of ruſty Traditions, and 

ſcattering abroad at che cloſe of their Sermons, whole hand- 
fuls of the duſt of Armininaiſm. A Soul, may be truly 
Regenerated, and yet have but little Underſlanding reſpe&- 
ing the great Doctrines contained in the Goſpel of Salva- 
tion. This I know, that I was helped by the Holy Spirit, 

to love, and delight in the Loxp Jzsvs Cuxisr, when at 

the ſame time all my Ideas were like a Rope of Sand. It 
was the joy of my Soul to hear that Chriſt died for Sinners, 

but then I thought ſomething like Mr. John Wefley, and 

Mr. Andrew Fuller, “That Sinners were to do ſome kind 

of work, prior to God's doing his. 
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whole night to wreſtle with the Lord, (like Ja- 
cob) but lo] tired nature overcame the heroiſm 
of my legal mind, for I fell faſt aſleep at the 
time I was attempting to take Heaven by ſtorm, 


and when I awoke, BEHOLD, there was no 
Viſion, but that of a ſtupid and diſtreſſed mind. 


l have reaſon to ſay that I © ſuffered many 


things from many PHYSICIANS, and ſtill grew 


worſe,” I knew what it was to be afflicted. in 
mind, and to be toſſed with internal tempeſ}, 
and not comforted, in which ſituation of mind 
I was conſtrained to ſay . He hath hedged 
me about, that I cannot come forth, he hath 
made my chain heavy.” He hath filled me 
with bitterneſs, he hath made me drunken 
with wormwood.” In this inconſolable ſtate 


of mind I continued upwards of three years, 


except now and then, that I was indulged 
with ſome pleaſant Gales from the everlaſting 
hills, which aſſuaged the grief of my diſcon- 


ſolate mind. —I was again brought under the 


Miniſtry of Mr. Romain, whoſe Mininiſtra- 


tions were made conſolatory to my Soul. The 
1 lervant 
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ſervant of the Lord was directed to ſooak 


ſuitably to my ſituation of mind. I then faw 


the beauty, and alfo felt the ſweetneſs of thoſe 


words, viz. a word ſpoken in ſeaſon how good 


it is. — Well, ſaid I, ſurely this is BETHEL. 
Here Jeſus gave me to“ drink of his ſpiced 


Wine, and of the juice of his Pomegranate”, 


| and with joy © I was helped to draw water out 
ol the Wells of Salvation.” —1 found the Name 


of Jeſus, to be like © Ointment poured forth”, 
and was enabled ſweetly to anticipate the eter- 


nal Glories of a FER Eden of n 


pleaſures, Mz "COM! 


1 was afterwards called in Providence to 
MancheRer in order to ſettle in buſineſs. Here 


1 affociated with Mr; Wefley's Society, and 
became (what they called) a Claſs and Band 
Leader, and continued with them for fome 


time, and was as ardently zealous for the bane- 


ful Principles of ARMIN1ANISM, as what I had 


prior been for the Merchandize of the Aro- 
STATE CHURCH, OF Rome. —l opened my 
| houſe 


which _ already been offered up. 


> 
8 
— 


LIFE or MATHETES, gr 
houſe for Prayer, and great numbers frequent- 


ly attended, and God was pleaſed to meet 
with them, and comfort them by manifeſting 


bimſelf unto them according to his Loving- 
kindneſs *. Finding my Soul, drawn out with 
love to a precious Chriſt, and finding melt- 
ings of heart, and bowels of compaſhon to 
poor Sinners, thought it my privilege to fol- 
low the impreſſions of my. mind, and the con- 


* Mid of the Lord's regenerated Children, (are for a 


long time) in one point of view like Jonah, (viz.) the weeds: 
of ignorance, and error are wrapt about their underſtand- 
ing, and they continue in a bewildered Labyrinth . till 
the time of Pentecoſt is fully come“, which time I conſider 
to be when the Heaven-born Soul is enabled to ſee all his- 
meetneſs and-fitneſs for Glory, in his eternal Union with 


the Loxp Jzx3vus Craig, and viewing himſelf ſtanding 


compleat in all the Will of God, which WII, I conſider 
to be the Lord Jeſus, and his active and paſſive Obedi- 


ence. The Divinz SurxzTy ſaid, Lo! I come to do 
thy Will“! Yea, he ſaid unto his Father, „I delight to do 
thy Will, O my God”, by which Will the Spouſe is 
ſanctified through the offering of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt 


once for all her Sins, Heb. x. v. 10. And bleſſed be my 
God, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for 55 com that 
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ſtraining principle of the Love of Jeſus in my 
| Soul. —Accordingly I went about to a great 
number of Villages, hoping that God would be : 
with me, and make me uſeful to my Fellow- 
Creatures.—1I wes cordially received into the 


houſes of many reſpectable Families, who were 
truly willing to hear all that J had to commu- 


nicate of a ſpiritual Nature. My manner was 


firſt to read ſome portion of Holy Scripture; 


and then to tell them what great things God 


had done for my Soul; aſter which I prayed 


with them, and many a time my Soul was 


wonderfully drawn out unto the Lord for them 
that was about me. — In this ſimple way and 
manner, I went on ſor upwards of two years, 


during which time the Lord was pleaſed to 


open the hearts of many, who alſo opened 
their houſes in different parts of the country 


for Prayer, and to hear the Word of the Lord. 
The Lord did not leave his poor feeble Ser- 
vant to miniſter alone, but ſmiled upon, and 


bleſſed his own Word, and his own Work, to 
the effeftual calling of many RT DEEMRD 


SOULS, 
The 


1 | W en 
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The firſt Sermon which I preached was in 
2 new Barn; whieh belonged to Mr. John 
Wood, at Flixton in Cheſhire. + The Farmer 
ſaid no Corn ſhould/be put in the Barn till I 
had opened it to preach the Goſpel. Accordly 
[ attended to that portion of the word, Mark; 
Chap. x. v. 21. One thing thou lackeſt“ 
And God the Saviour was pleaſed to make 
uſe of clay to the opening the eyes of Mr. 
Thomas Wood, who dated his new birth from 
that day. Great numbers attended the word 
preached, and were deſirous of building a 
place of worſhip;;- but I put a negative on the 
motion. The honeſt ſimplicity of the People 
was truly pleaſant; but the Spirit of Prayer 
that was poured down upon them filled my 
heart with love and gratitude to the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt on their account. — After the 


preceeding, I received an invitation from a 
Gentleman who was a Moravian, to come and 


ſpeak a word for the Saviour at his Hall. I 


embraced the invitation. When I came great 


numbers were aſſembled together.” I inform- 


D ed 
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ed them with freedom of mind what God'bad 
done for my Soul. My zeal was upright, but 
it was not according to real Goſpel Knowledge. 
IT wellremember how laviſſi I was in ſcatter: 
ing abroad whole handfuls of falſe fire, threat- 
ening the poor fouls with eternal DA x A- 
TION, if they did not do that which only a 
God could perform, calling upon dead Sinners 
to make themſelves alive. I wanted to con- 
vert thoſe whom God had never loved, nei- 
ther had Chriſt redeemed.— After I had done 
ſpeaking, and was about to return, the People 
who had been hearing, followed me and two 
friends who, were with me for two Miles or 
more, and greatly abuſed us. They had put 
large Nazls into the bottom of their Sticks, and 
puſhed them into my legs, and made them 
ſtream with blood, At laſt I and my friends 
were obliged to wade through a large River in 
order to eſcape their fury, — The preceeding 
was all appointed and over-ruled for good. 
I was taught to ſee, and acknowledge that 
without the power and ſpirit of the Lord no- 
7 5 | | thing 
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thing could be done in any one poor ſoul.— 


I faw that ſervants could do nothing, but juſt 


as their Lord and Maſter makes uſe of them, 
I was more fully convinced that creature pow. 
er is all weakneſs, and that creature firiving 
is all vanity. — I continued to go about from 


one Village to another, preaching the'Gofpel 


of the Kingdom according to my underſtand- 


ing and abjlity. I now clearly perceive that 


I frequently darkened Counſel with unmean- 
ing words and man's wiſdom. I did not at- 
tempt to' ſpeak in the Lord's Name from a 
principle of Pride, neither to ſerve myſelf, for 
my ſpeaking in the Name of the Lord, accord- 
ing to outward appearance, intirely made a- 
gainſt my temporal. lutereſt, I therefore found 


that neceſſity was laid upon. me to. labour. i in 


my little ſphere ſor the Glory of Chriſt, I 


would at all times have been glad to have been 


ſilent, being gradually made more ſenſihle of 
my little underſtanding. But impreſſions on 
my mind were ſo great, and love to à pre 


cious Ctirif ſo ftrong, and my bowels of coin- 
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paſſion ſounding towards the wandering Sheep 
and Lambs of Jeſus, conſtrained me to ſpeak 
wherever there was an opening in Provi- 
dence. 


Thus far I have booughe — my little 
Narrative. 
Now may the Good Will of Him who 
dwelt in the Buſh ever be with you, 
To prays your affectionate, 
| MATHETES. 
I. AL 
Containing a further Account of my Miniſtry, 
with ſome fliriking Providences; alſo a ſhort 


Narrative of the Regeneration and comfort- | 
able Death of my eldeſt Daughter. 


Rev. SIR, 
I During my continuance in the North, 
I carried on a Correſpondence with the 


Rev. Thomas Maxfield of London, whoſe 
Letters 


ep 
ak 


* 
gi 


le 


Ys 
rt 


"EF 
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Letters on the finiſhed work of Jeſus' were 
truly pleaſant, likewiſe on the final perſeve- 


rance of the Saints, but in other matters he 
was much in the dark. Things became very 


unpleaſant to my mind on account of my com- 


plicated Trials of a Family nature, and in a 
way of Providence, which I communicated 
to ſome of my Friends in London; upon 


which I was invited to return again, which in a 


few months I did. One circumſtance I muſt - 
not omit, —A near Relation, who was a {trift 
Catholic, frequently came to converſe with 
me on the ſubje& of Religion; ſhe mourned 
over me with pity, and ſhed floods of Tears 
on account of my having Apoſtatized from 
the faith of the Mother Church. She really 
thought that I was in a ſtate of Condemaation, 
and that except I was reſtored muſt eternally in 
loſt. —One night I was in bed, and awoke with 


Uncommon Senſations of fear, I immediately 
called up my family and had the houſe ſearched, 


thinking that ſome perſon or perſons might 


have broke in, but upon ſearch, nothing of 
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this kind appeared. — I was inſtantaneouſly 
induced to go to the Houſe of my Relation 
above alluded to, ſituated in a neighbouring 
Town. Accordingly J came to the Houſe, 


. about two in the morning, as ſoon as I knock- 


ed at the door, my Relation opened a window 
with her Hat and Cloak on.—I addreſſed her 
and faid, don't you think it ſtrange to ſee me 
here at this unſeaſonable time in the morn-' 


ing? She anſwered no I do not. Fox GOD 


HATH SENT YOU TO PREVENT MuR- 
DER. — She then came down ſtairs, and con- 
feſſed that ſhe had thought for ſome. years 


that it was no more fin, to kill an Heretic, 


then to kill a dog, 1F FOR THE GOOD or 
THE CATHOLIC CEUURCH ; but acknow- 
ledged before J left her that ſhe had been har. 
raſſed by an Evil Spirit for a conſiderable: 
time to FOR the Crime. 


N aenad. Marche. whom. 


the Lord was pleaſed to quicken. by his Spirit, 


* She intended to come into the Houſe of Mathetes, thro? 
a Cellar-window, Several are now living who well re- 
member the Circumſtance, — The Principles of Popery are 
invariably the ſame, | : 


and 


* 


and call with an effectual calling, at the Age 
of five years. Her experience. and ſpiritual E 


Converſation were made uſeful to myſelf. —' 
Her heavenly birth appeared in the following 
way: An old Diſciple of Jeſus was praying 
in my houſe, with many friends, beſides the 
family, and while the ſervant of the Lord ap- 


peared to be in the ſpirit of Prayer, the Child 


Martha ſaid, ſomething ſpeaks within me 


ſaying, „% GIVE ME THY HEART. Adding 
a ſecond time, it ſpeaks in me again, Grvs” 
ME THYHEART,” —TheſeFriends all appear- 
ed to be in a ſweet frame'of Spirit, and yet 
filled with wonder at the Child's ſimple de- 
claration.— One of the Brethren, mentioned 
the Lord's calling Samuel, prior to Samuel's; 
knowing the voice of the Lord, and then ad- 
dreſſed the Child ſaying, it may be it is the 
Lord that has called you by the voice of love. 
Ehe Child replied, if it was the Lord, I 
think I ſhould! feel my Sins forgiven, and 
then ſaid, I will now pray.—Upon which ſhe 


fell down upon her knees before the Lord 
D 4 5 amongſt 
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amongſt all the Friends, and ſaid in Prayer, 
« O Lord take my Heart, and make it thine 
for ever.“ All the Friends preſent acknow- 
ledged that it was a time of Love to all their 
Souls, and joyfully believed that God had 
verified his own Word by being in the midſt 
of them. — The next morning the Child took 
the Bible inſher hands, opened it, and fell 
upon her knees before the Lord ſaying, ** let 
all this precious Book be written in my heart.” 
She then read thoſe words, Pſalm Ixii. v. 1. 
Truly my Soul waiteth upon God,” adding» 
O how ſweet are theſe words! — When ſhe 
roſe up from her knees, ſhe immediately col- 
jected all her Toys, and brought them toge- 
ther in order to put them into the fire, ſaying, 
little Children who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould have nothing to do with Idols; adding, 5 
I have now done with all ſuch trifling things. 
She then committed them to the flames, which 
ſhe ſaid was the proper place for Idols, from 
that morning to the day which ſhe fell aſleep 
in Jelus, ſhe never was ſeen trifling. — Her 
growth 
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knew her, 


4} 


growth in natural and ſpiritual Knowledge was 
obvious to all who knew her. — She became 
truly familiar with the Holy Scriptures, and 
was helped to converſe about the things of 
God with freedom, and ſpiritual delight. 
alfability, pleaſantry, and ſpirituality rendered 
her amiable to all who knew the power of 
internal Chriſtianity. — That ſhe delighted in 
Prayer, appeared to a demonſtration to all that 
She took great delight in conver- 
ſing about the invaluable pleaſure and privilege 
of communion and fellowſhip with God thro” 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, She was partial to'the 
privilege of retirement, and knew the ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe words, „Come, my People, en- 
ter thou into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy 
Doors about thee ; hide thyſelf as it were for 
a little moment”, Iſa. Chap. xxvi. v. 20. She 
was helped to watch over the whole family : 
with duty, affection, wiſdom, and gravity.' She 
would never ſuffer any unprofitable Converſa- 
tion to be going forward without Reprehen- 
She was * brought to have an 
humilat- 
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humiliating fenſibility of - the peccability of 
her nature, and of her own imbecility.— 
When ever I went out of doors, ſhe dropt 
ſome ſweet words, ſuch as theſe, I hope you 
will be belped to be looking unto Jeſus, that 
you may be kept ſiom Evil, and I hope I ſhall 
be helped to pray for you. When friends 
came to my houſe, ſhe would fit down and 
watch over their Converſation, and if any ſub- 
Jett were introduced contrary to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, her manner was to aſk them a few 
plain ſimple Queſtions, ſuch as, do you profeſs 
to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Do you think 


that your Converſation is becoming the Goſpel # 

of Chriſt? Do you feel that you Love Chriſt in fo 
your hearts ? Adding, the hope of the Hypo- 1 

crite ſhall periſh, but thoſe who love the Lord - 

will ever be thinking about him; adding from by 

Matth. Chap. vt. v. 21. Where your treaſure 

| : 2p 


75, there will your heart be alſo.” Her ſympa- B 
thy with the diſtreſſed People of God was truly 


great. Her manner was to ſit down with 5 


them, and to read to them fome Promiſes, of 
ſuch 
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ſuch as appeared ſuitable to their ſtate and 
ſituation ; and then to make ſome remarks on 
the goodneſs of the Lord in making ſuch ſweet 
Promiſes to his mourning and diſconſolate 
Children; after which ſhe prayed with them. 
She was bleſſed with the giſt of expreſſion in 
Goſpel Language in converſation, and at the 
Throne of Grace. She frequently made re- 
marks on afflictive Providences, faying, O, 
how good is God unto me, in ſparing my 
Parents, and in granting me Food, and Rai- 


ment, while other poor Children are in want. 


Friends frequently gave her money, but ſhe 
was never known to ſpend one penny on her- 
ſelf. All that was given her ſhe gave away 
to ſuch Objefts as appeared to be diſtreſſed, 
and many a time offered to go without Food 
herſelf that it might be given to others that 
appeared to be in real want. Thus did her 
Bowels of Compaſſion run over to the indi- 
gent and afflifted. — When ſhe entered into 
the ninth year of her age, it was the pleaſure 


| of God to bring her Body into a declining 
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minded and ſpiritual. — When ſhe was firſt 


her ſickneſs would be unto Death, and there. 


ſtanding. She was enabled to ſay with plea- 
' ſure, that ſhe was crucified to the world, and 
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ſtate, which ended in her removal. During 
her long affliction, ſhe was truly heavenly 


taken, ſhe ſaid, that ſhe felt in herſelf, that 


fore ſtrove in an argumentative and pathetic 
way to reconcile her Parents to the unerrihg 
Diſpenſations of Providence. Her wiſdom in 
Divine things was far greater than my Under. 


the world unto her.—She knew that her Life 
was hidden with Chriſt in God. She gloried 
in the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs, Sacrifice, 
and Atonement. The thoughts of her diſſo- 
lution were delightful to her Soul, She fre- 
quently ſaid, that ſhe wiſhed to be with Chriſt 
in the eternal State of Viſion. She was kept 
in a patient waiting frame of mind in pleaſant 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God, About four 
months before ſhe fell afleep in the boſom of 
her Saviour, her mind was much exerciſed 
with fiery ſhafts from the Adver/ary of her 

Soul, 
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During Soul, which er faith was betta to repel in 
avenly W ihe ſtrength of Jeſus. — She deſired me to 


as firk come to her bed-ſide every evening for up- 
It. that wards of three months before ſhe died, in 
| there. | | 


order to relate to me how it had been with 
her through the day, and ſaid to me, Father, 
you now know what to praiſe God for on my 
account, and how to pray ſuitably to my ſitu- 
ation, adding, but don't pray for my Life, but 
hat my will may be loſt in the will of God. 
n the midſt of this Viſitation, I was called 
0 leave the North to live in Loadon, which 
gave great joy to my Daughter, for ſhe ſaid, 

in a little time my Redeemed Soul will be for 
ver with my Lord, and my Body laid to reſt 
ith the duſt of the Saints x. About ſix weeks 
before her Death, many Friends came to ſee 
her in order to approach God in a way of 
Prayer on her behalf; after the ſolemn oppor- 
tunity was ended, I ſaid, you ſee there is no 
poſſibility of her recovery. After the friends 


athetic 
nerring 
dom in 
Under- 
h plea- 
d, and 
er Liſe 
gloried 
crifice, 
r diffo- 
he fre- 
Chriſt 
as kept 
leaſant 
ut four 
ſom of 


* By her own deſire he was buried i in the late Mr. Whit. 


Reld's burying ground. 
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were gone, Martha ſaid to me, my dear. Fa 
ther, I am ſorry that you fpake ſo unadviſed 
ly with your lips, you know, that all thing 
are poſſible with God, and that there is nothing 
too hard for the Lord,” but at the ſame time 
laid, ſhe was fully perſuaded ſhe was near the 
end of her Pilgrimage ; adding, God hath 
willed every thing for the beſt. She was kepl 
calm, patient, and . The Name 
of Jeſus was unto her Soul, like“ Ointmen 
poured forth,” while ſhe was waiting for her 
peaceſul diſmiſſion. The Morning that“ ſhe 
fell aſleep in the Lord, ſhe called me to het 
bed-ſide, and put her Arms round my neck 
and kiſſed me, and thanked me for all my Pa. 
ternal Care, adding, you have been a Kind 
Father. She further ſaid, I hope you will be 
kept from grieving about me, all is well, and 
in a little time we ſhall meet where there is 
neither Sin nor Sorrow, in a ſtate of reſt and 

” There arg ſeveral Miniſters, and Chriſtian Friends nov 
living who were well acquainted with Martha, and rejoiced 
in the ſweetneſs of her Experience, and were conftrained 


to acknowledge, that the work was the Lord's. 
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perfect glory. never more to part. Thus died: 
in the Lord Martha my Daughter, aged nine 


Years and four Months, and like the gathered 
Roſe has leſt a fragrance behind, (viz.) that 


the was born of God, and ſaved in the Lord 
with an EVERLASTING SALVATION. 


After the Death of my Daughter, I 2 


deſired. to preach a Sermon at the Rev. Tho- 
mas Maxfield's Chapel, Snow's- Fields, which 


I did, and aſterwards preached for ſome time 
in connection with him at Well- Street, Ox- 
ford-Road, and at a Chapel in Moor- field's, 


and many acknowledged that my Mi niſtrations 


were owned of God to the awakening. of ſome, 


and cemmring. of others. 


ti Ant, whe dioeds in ths 
Fulham, who came to ſpend the day with me 


and my family. In the. courſe of converſa- 
tion, ſhe. acknowledged: that, ſhe had not 


been in any Place of worſhip, for upwards of 
20 years. I read a portion of the word * thou 


ſhalt 
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ſhalt not live but die.” The words affected 
the mind of my Relation. Then ſhe read a 


portion till The came to thoſe words, (viz.) 
Get thee up and die.” Her countenance 


changed, and fear came upon her Spirit; upon 


which ſhe ſaid, put the Book away for it is 


all about dying, which makes me very un- 


happy. In the Evening of the Day ſhe 
went with me to hear me preach, under which 
Sermon God was pleaſed to bring her to feel 
her Soul wounded; under a Senſe of Sin. The 
diſtreſs and ſorrow bf her Soul appeared great 
indeed. After a few words had been ſpoken 
to the Lord in a way of Prayer, ſhe informed 
ail that were preſent, that ſhe ſhould only live 
one fortnight from that Evening. "Two Days 
after I was ſent for to Fulham, and when J 
came found her ſick in Bed, and Dr. Green- 
wood of Chelſea with her, who ſaid he did 


not think ſhe would live. She again ſaid, that 
ſhe ſhould die at the time which ſhe had men- 


tioned. — Her Soul appeared to be drawn out 
in real Prayer unto the Lord. She acknow- 
ledged 
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ledged that ſhe was a Sinnet of the deepeſt 
die, adding, Chrift can make me whitez Chriſt 
can forgive my Sins, and then faid to me, O 
pray unto the Lord, that I may feel all my 
Sins blotted out. In this frame of mind, ſhe 
continued till within four days of her:Death ; 
I was with her every day till ſhe departed: 
About three days before ſne departed, ſhe ſaid, 
Nephew, thou art the Surgeon, but Chriſt 18 
my Phiyſician; adding, now I know that Chriſt 
has forgiven my Tranſgreſſions, he has aſſured 
me, that he has cloathed my ſoul in Whité 
Raiment, and that I ſhall be with him in eter- 
nal Glory. After this, ſhe ſent for many of 
her neighbours, and told them what an awful 
Sinner ſhe had been, and how that the Lord 
had thewed mercy. to her ſoul, by granting 
her the invaluable Bleſſing of the Remiſſion 
of her SINs. About two hours before ſhe 
died, ſhe ſaid to me, you knew Mrs: Eglon &, 
* Mrs. Eglon had been a moſt atrocious Sinner ; ſhe had 
been brought up a Catholic,” but upon enquiry about ber 


Sickneſs and Death, there was reaſon to believe,” that ſhe 


died in the Lord. 
2 | ] re- 
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I replied, yes, O, {aid ſhe, the Lord has made 
it known to my ſoul that ſhe is a faved Sin- 
ner, and that 1 ſhall ſoon be with her in glory 


to ſing the Praiſes of REDEEMING Lows! 


After the preceeding, ſhe cloſed her eyes ſay- 
ing, I am happy, happy for ever, yea, for 
ever. Thus ſhe fell afteep in the Boſom of 


the Szviour, about the ſame time in the even- 


ing which ſhe had predifed. 


bandes I bad. 3 in e e with 
Mrr. Maxfield for ſome time, it was propoſed 
to me to be the Miniſter of the Congregation 
of Snow's-Field Chapel, Southwark, an Ordi- 


nation was alfo ꝓropoſed to be obtained from 


Ex As Mus, Biſhop of An cA DIA, who was 
then upon a viſit at the MarQuis of GR An- 
BY's. Accordingly I was ordained Deacon, 
at Well-Street Chapel, Qxford-Road, and 
Prieſt, at Snow's-Field Chapel, and received 
my Teſtimonial in Greek.—1 was at Snow's- 
Field Chapel for ſome years, and was under 


the * of Preaching in connec · 
tion 


tion 
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tion with an A/mzntan Miniſter. Great num- 
bers attended us both. I had often faid, that 
I really thought that-there was not ſuch ano- 
ther Congregation inthe Kingdom as that of 
Snow's-Fields. — They were much like Da- 
vid's ragged Troop, made up diffarent Cha- 
raters, even of the muſt vile and atrocious ; 
nevertheleſs God was pleaſed to make known 
his power and grace to ſome of his Children 
under the word preached by me. One Lord's 
Day there came in one Mildatd, and while 
I was ſpeaking to thoſe words * Come fee 


a man that told me all that ever I did God 
was pleaſed to bring her under powerful con- 


viction, ſo that the work of Regeneration was 
made manifeſt by a ſaving Conyerſion, She 
became A mol} examplary follower of the 
Lamb, and is at this time a Member of a 


Church in Southwark. During my continu- 
_ ance at Snow's-Fields, one who appeared to 


be a widow indeed, invited me to her houſe, 
and with a real Chriſtian affection expounded 


the way of God more perſectly to me, Her 
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views of truth were delightful, and her con- 
verſation at all times truly ſpiritual. She lent 
me many valuable books to read, the works of 
Dr. Owen, Gill, Criſp, Saltmarſh, and that truly 
valuable book written by Hufſy of Cambridge 
on the Glories of Chriſt. I acknowledge that 


all the preceeding works were made uſeful te 


me, eſpecially the latter. I ſincerely wiſh that 
every one that ſtands forth in the Name of 
Jeſus, underſtood the contents of that book, 
if they did, there would not be ſo many un- 
certain ſounds from the different Pulp:ts, as 
there are in the preſent day. Thus far I have 


brought forward the Narrative, | 


And, I remain, 
Dear Brother, yours in the 
8 ellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
A 


LETTER 
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. ET TER 
Contains an Account of my Call to the New-way | 
Chapel, Weſtminſler, with a Diſplay of the 
Love and Mercy of God in Chriſt Feſus, in 


the Converſion of ſome atrocious Sinners, lile- 
wiſe ſome extraordinary Providencet. 


REv. SIR, 


Y ſituation being uncomfortable at 
Snow's-Fields Chapel, I received a 
very affectionate and preſſing invitation to 
come to the New-way Chapel, Weſtminſter, 
' which call I accepted. —As ſoon as I began ta 
preach Chriſt, my ſoul was ſet at liberty,— 
Many attended my Miniſtrations, and acknow- 
ledged that the word preached was abundently 
bleſſed to their ſouls. During my continuance 
at the Chapel, I viſited the ſick in every place 
that I was called upon to attend, which was 
chiefly amongſt the moſt abandoned, the 
wretched, and the miſerable; and which under 


"SY the 


s 
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the Teachings of the Holy Spirit was made 
uſeſul to my foul, —Many a time mine eye af. 
fected my heart. — About 14 months after 1 
came to Weſtminſter, I was taken with a fever, 
and confined to my room about eleven weeks. 
My ſickneſs was thought to be unto: death, 


but this I can ſay, that: I was comfortably ſa- 


tisfied that 1t was for the « Glory of God, 
that the Son of God might be glorified there- 
by.” Through the whole viſitation I found 
my mind ſweetly taken up with things of a 
heavenly nature, neither was I ſuffered to have 


a murmuring thought againſt the good hand 


of the Lord. I knew that in very faithfulneſs 


I was * under the Rod of Love *, in order 
that 


* Tt is obvious to me, that there is a certain allotment of 


Tribulations to all the Children of God; likewiſe that they 


all take place according to his Predeterminations; therefore 


muſt originate in his love and wiſdom, and accompliſh all the 
good unto his Saints which He intended. — The Idea of God's 


afflidling or correcting his Children (who are born of the 
Spitit) for Sin, is a ſentiment which has long ſince been 
baniſhed from my mind. It is an old ſaying, if there 


was no Sin, there would be no Affliction, nor Tribulation. 
The 
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that my ſoul might have greater views of be- 


ing within the Bond of the eurrlaſting Covenant. 
The firſt place I went to after my recovery 
was my Chapel, to preach that Gaſpel which 
had been the ſupport af wy foul, during my 


uſeful viſitation, After the morning preach- 
ing a meagre looking woman followed me into | 
the veſtry, and put a piece of paper into my 


hand and went out. I opened the paper, and 
to my great ſurprize there was' one Farthing ; - 
upon which I deſired a friend to follow her, 
which was attended to. While I was muſing 


on what had taken place, a Mrs. Ratcliffe an 


attendant on my Miniftry came into the veſ- 
try, and put a paper into my hand in which 


were five Guneas; this came according to 
divine appointment, for on the preceeding 

| day 
The preeceding is ſimilar to another old ſaying, (viz.) if our 


Federal Parents had never ſinned, what happy Creatures 
their Children would have been. It is obvious in Scrip- 
ture, that God willed Sin to be — And willed our Parents to 
be Tempted, alſo their Lapſe and Change of Place by Tranſe 
87efion,——S0LUTION To THE TIIST PROPOSITION, | 
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day all that I had left after my long ſickneſs 
were only a few ſhillings, — Feeling Love in 


Au the Sins of the Choſen Bride, Paſt, Preſent, and to 
come, were laid on the LORD JESUS CHRIST, Ta. 
Chap. liii. v. 6. | : | 111 

And the Lox Dp HArR LAID ON HIM THE INIQUITY 
or vs ALL. Chriſt hath put away Sin by the Sac RITTCE 
of himſelf, Heb. Chap. ix. v. 26, I will remember their 
Sin no more, Jer. Chap. xxxi. v. 34. Their Sins and Ini- 
quities will I remember no more, | Heb, Chap. x. v. 17. 
Chriſt was bruiſed for our Iniquities : the Chaſtiſement of 
our Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes we are heal- 
ed, Iſa. Chap. liii. v. 5. I have blotted out as a thick 
cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud thy Sins, Iſa. lxiv. 
v. 22—Now, as all the Sin and Guilt of the Spouſe was laid 


on her Hus Ax, and he hath put it away, ſo that if it be 


ſought for it can no where be found, and as God hath de- 
clared that he will remember her Sins no more, —that he 
has blotted them out; and as we are healed by the Stripes 
of Jeſus, the Honor and Nature of God forbid him to 
- puniſh the Redeemed with Stripes for Sin, for which the 
guvaErTy ſuffcred under the inflexible Hand of Juſtice on 
the Icnomintous Cross. With ardent Love, and exube- 
rant Delight, my Redeemed and Heaven-born Soul glories 

in the Language of /atah.—Sinc, O HEeavens, rox Tus 
LORD ner DONE IT. —— BUT what are we to under- 


fand 
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my ſoul to my God for his providential kind- 
neſs, put me again upon deliberate thought 
reſpecting the poor woman, who was found 
over an old ſtable in a diſmal ſituation; no bed 


nor fire, in ſhort, her dwelling and her per- 
ſon were pictures of clean poverty. The gra- 


cious woman was deſired to tell her reaſon 
for giving me a Farthing.— She ſaid it was her 
All, and that when ſhe was looking unto the 


Lord in a way of inward Prayer, ſhe'found 


and by the Rod, in a Goſpel point of view ? — The Rod I 


conſider to be a Figurative Expreſſion, and takes in all the 


Trials of the People of God, in every Senſe of the Word. 
The Lord's Children are called Soldiers, and in order to 


make them expert in war, (that they may rank with the 
brave Veterans ), they muſt paſs through a neceſſary Diſ- 
cipline that they may not be ignorant of the deſign of the 
Enemy.—So the Spouſe of Chriſt muſt paſs through her ap- 


pointed Changes in order that ſhe may not bei gnorant of the 


devices of Satan. All the Graces in her new nature are uſe- 
fully Tz1zp by the many Viciſſitudes ſhe is to paſs through 
in this State of Pilgrimage. There is no intrinſic or clean- 
ſing Virtue in any of the Trials and Afflictions of the People 
of God. view them as uſeful ingredients in the Believer's 
Cup, to anſwer all the Covenant Good deſigned, Ps 
her 
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her mind impreſſed th give her laſt unto me, 5 N 


and that it would open a way for her delive- gr 
rance out of that diſtreſſed ſituation which ſhe jy 
was then 1n. The circumſtance being known, _ 
to ſome true Lovers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ” 
they took her a Room, furniſhed it, and al- al 
lowed her ſomething weekly to make her life of 
more comfortable, and agreed to meet her once af 
a week for ſpiritual Converſation and Prayer. MW f 
O how wonderful are the ways of Providence! fe 
After the preceeding, God was pleaſed to i 


call Lady Haywood * under my Miniſtry to a oY 
knowledge of the Truth. The Lady was a 4 


* Lady Haywood knowing that I had been brought up a ag 
Catholic, we had often ſome converſation about the manner, cl 
of doing Pennance.—She ſaid, in her Country ſhe had ſeen in 
People walk through the ſtreets naked down to the waiſt, 
with a maſk on the Face, a whip in one hand and a piece * 
of ſharp glaſs in the other, pricking their backs with the to 
glaſs, and then laſhing themſelves with the whip, ſo that they he 
appeared ready to die, by reaſon of the great effuſion of W 
Blood; others with their Arms extended and faſtened to a th 
Bar of Iron ſupported by others to Keep them from falling i 

| In 


down. — O, Bx1iTANNIA, is this the Religion which thou 


haſt taken into thy Boſom to nurture! © ; at 
Native th 


ve 
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Naive of Minorca; ber underſtanding was 
great in Nature and Divinity, She was help 
ed to give evidence of her being a Regene- 


rated Soul by a Life and Converſation be- 


coming the Goſpel of Chriſt. A few months 
alter this Lady was called to know the Love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, ſhe fell 


alleep in the Arms of his Love. As ſhe was 


ſiting with her aged Mother in an inſtant ſhe 
ſell upon her knees, and with a ſweetneſs of 
ſpiritual Devotion, ctied, Cothe Lord Jeſus 
and receive my Redeemed Soul into thy King- 
dom of Glory, and inſtantly expired. I was 
again brought into a poor ſtate. of health by 
cloſe application to ſtudy and frequent preach- 
ing. I then went down to Staines for a little reſt. 
While I was there ſeveral friends were defirous 
to hear me preach, upon which one Mr. White- 
head, a great Speaker amonglt the People 
who call themſelves Friends; came and told me 


that their Houſe was at my ſervice, if I had any 


impreſſions on my mind to communicate, I 
attended to this kind offer and preached in 
their Meeting-Houſe ſeveral times. This led 


4+: 
4: 48 
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to an opening for the Goſpel of Chriſt to be 


_ preached ſtatedly at Staines.. A Place for that 


purpoſe was obtained, and great numbers at- 
tended, bur in a ſhort time great perſecution 
came on, and continued for a long ſeaſon. My 
Life was threatened, My Friends knowing 
the wicked Intentions of prejudiced Men fre- 
quently came to meet me on thoſe days on 
which I came to preach, and condufted me a 
backway to one of the Friends houſes. —- So 
enraged were many of the Town's People a- 


: gainſt thoſe who came to hear the Goſpel, that 


they ſent the Cryer to forbid all Shopkeepers 
to ſell them any Victuals. One time as I was 
going to preach, a Man came out of a Houſe 
and threw a Monkey in my face ſeveral times, 
but the Creature did me no harm, which was 


no ſmall mortification to the Man, I was 


helped in the Spirit of the Goſpel to receive 
every inſult with patience and calmneſs of 
mind. A young Man who was a moſt awful 
ſwearer followed me about Staines nearly two: 
years, calling on God to damn me. I never 

| | | made 


* "aud, , 
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made him any. reply, for 1 then thought pro- 


bably the Lord hath bid him curſe me as Shz- 


nei did David, 2 Sam. Chap. xvi. v. 19. and 
this he did 'till a few daysbefore he died. One 
ſtriking Providence myſelf and many others 
viewed with aſtoniſhment, (viz.) that in a very 
little time all the open Enemies of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt where overtaken by the hand of the 
Lord, and the little Congregation had reſt. 
During my occaſional Miniſtrations at Staines, 
the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs his own word, 
ſo that it did “ not return unto him void, but 
accompliſhed the thing whereunto he. had ap- 
pointed it. — There was an ancient Woman; 
who had been a ſtrict Pharz/ee for a number 
of years, was called by Grace under the word 
preached. She was helped to take up the 
Croſs daily, and own her Lord in the midſt 


of reproach and inſult. She lived comfort- 
ably and walked humbly with her God, and 


witneſſed a good confeſſion on her dying Bed. 
And ſuch was the manevolent Spirit of the 
Phariſees at Staines, that they had prevailed 
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with the Man, who kept the Staine's Coach, 


to order his Coachman not to bring me down, 
Accordingly J was abſolutely refuſed. In 
three days after the Coachman fell from his 
Box and was killed on the ſpot. While I was 


at Staines, I was called to preach at a Farmer's 


Houſe at Standwell. When I came, an Anci- 
ent Woman came and fat down by me and 
Taid, that ſhe had a Queſtion of importance to 


_ aſk me. I attended. She ſaid, pray, Sir, are 


vou come to preach about the great Pot? 1 
deſired her to explain her interrogation. She 
replied.— The great Pot, I conſider to be the 
glorious Doctrines of the Goſpel, or the won- 
derful Covenant of Grace, ** which is ordered 
in all things and ſure.” I love to hear the 
Servants of the Lord ſpeak concerning the 
Hand of Faith, and the Power by which true 
Faith is active. She alſo ſaid, The reaſon 


T have afked you the queſtion is this,-— Some 


time paſt I came to hear Preaching in this 


Houſe, and like the young Birds, I took in all 
that the Preacher poured forth. I ſoon found 
that the Teacher ſtood in need of being taught, 


ſor 


ſor 


— — 
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for the Man did not underſtandGoſpel Botony, 
for he had gathered a whole lapful af wild 


Herbs, and caſt them into the Goſpel Fotiage. 


1 ſoon ſound great Soul- ſickneſs. The wiſe 
PH YBICIAN paid me a Viſit; he felt my Pulſe, 
and gaye me toundenſtand that anEmetic would 


do me good. Accordingly he caſt in more of 


the Meal of Covenant Grace which gave me 
immediate eaſe, and lol there was no Death 
in the Pot. Now, Sir, ever ſince that painful 
time, I have never loved to hear any of the 


* IN-and-OUT Preachers, who are unſkilful 


in the Word of W 
Bs a 


* | The gracious 1 e uſeful to me: And 


glad ſhould I be to ſee the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Ketter- 


ing, ſitting at the Feet of ſome wife Pxzſcilla, to learn the 


way of God more perfectly. — I am glad to hear that his 


inconſiſtent Piece, which ſome have (inconſiderately) called 
a piece of cloſe thinking, had been ſo evidently proved to be 


deſtitute of the neceſſary ingredient of deliberate thought. — 
It cannot be called unleavened Bread of ſincerity and truth, 
for it abounds with glaring abſurdities. — If there is any 


Clue, it is only that of a Rope of Sand. — His definition 


of Faith is unſcriptural, conſequently fallacious. — 1 am 
ſorry 
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I admired the good Woman's Views olf 
Truth, I do really think that it would be uſe- 
ful if Thoſe GENTLEMEN, who are Heads of 
certain Seminaries of Literature *, who: have 

| taken 


forry to ſee that he has ſet his Feet in the Steps of Sandi 
man; — That he has darkened Counſel with a gingle of 
Words is obvious to every fpiritual impartial Man of God. 
— That the weeds of Arminianiſn, and the Drapery of 
the Phariſce, are about his underſtanding is plain to the 
| ſeeing Eye. — His ſhort Diſſertations on thoſe Scriptures 


cited in his Eſ are a demonſtration, that hie doth not yet 


underſtand the difference between Mount Sinai, and Mount 
Sion. — In his inextricable Labrynth of diſcordant Ideas, hs 
has buried the Covenant of Grace. — His conceptions of a 
God of Love and divine Sovereignty are horrid beyond 
Expreſſion.—His Treatiſe, ſtands in need of Nztre, and Ful- 
ler's Soap. Glad ſhould I be to hear him read his Recantas 
tion about the Doctrine of unmerited Damnation. 


we? hope the expreſſing my With will not be mt5cax- 
STRUED. I do not profeſs to be a Man of Claſſical Know- 
Tedge, or Philoſophical Erudition. — I have never had the 
advantage of a wiſe Tutor to take me by the Hand, and lead 
me into the fertile field of Science, therefore upon the 
Ground of acquired or taught Knowledge in human Learn- 
ing, I do not pretend to diftate.—I * ax ONYX A WAT 


FARING Man.” — J do not deſpiſe Learning, bat admire 


and revere thoſe COLE where it ſhines forth in humble 
Luſtre, 
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taken upon them to make and furniſh 
Churches with Miniſters, were to receive a 
ſew valuable Mothers in 1/racl, as Tutoreſſes 
amongſt them. I do really think that if God 
has deſigned any of the moral Zads for the 
Miniſtry under the care of thoſe Gentlemen, 
that they would find. it- more uſeful to their 
Underſtandings, to fit at the feet of ſome gra- 


cious Eunice, or Priſcilla, a ſew hours every 


day, to be taught the way of God more per- 
ſectly, than in tumbling over the old ruſty Tra- 
ditions of Men, or ſitting. an hour to receive 


InftruQtions 3 in the Art of GC + 


I was again brought into 2 very poor 4 
ol Health, after taking the Small- Pos. In this 


Lure —T am convinced that « Man may be a great Divine, 
and yet not rank amongſt the Learned. But where Learn- 
ing and experimental Divinity meet in a Soul born of 
God, their Emanations muſt yield Elyſian Delights to all 


round about them, who are the bleſſed Recipients of Graces 


A Man may be a great Tuzz 100187, in the letter of the 
Word, and yet in midnight Darkneſs reſpecting its Spiri- 
tuality.— Real experimental Divinity, which i 1s the comfort 
of the New-Creature in 8 Jeſus, can only be Taught 
by the 10 U GuosT. 
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Viſitation I had many wonderful appearances 
of the Love of Chriſt to my Soul, and felt the 


bleſſing of a grateful Heart to my Covenant 


providential way, ſo that I was helped by the 
fweet influence of the Holy 5 85 to ſet up 
another n 


5 again iel my „dane Friends, t bat the 
place being at fuch a diſtance, together with 
my poor ſtate of Body, I thought it- moſt 
prudent for them to look out for another Mi- 


niſter, and to withdraw, which being attended 


to, the following Teſtimonial was ſent me as 
a Token of true Regard. | | 


 TegrrmON: IAL. As we cannot any longer 
enjoy the Miniftry of our worthy Paſtor, We 
whoſe Names are under written, think it 3 
Duty incumbent to fend the following TESTI. 
MONIAL, more eſpecially as God was pleaſed 
to make him inſtrumental i in raiſing our Con- 
* egation, 


_ God and Father, for his ſupporting power and 
kindneſs. I had alfo ſome appearances in a | 


4 * 
* 


urg er ATET ESI 67 
gregation, i into allittle Church, 


and as his Min iſtrati ois to oum Souls liave been 
comfortably edifying! We the Church of 
Chriſt at Swing therefore: certify, thait'the 
C, has preached to us for 


Rev. A 


upwards of two years, and that his Doctrine is 
ſtrictly Cafvintſtical, ank lixcwiſe that his Life 


and Converſation habe bern truly agreeable 
10 his Character as Miniſter of the Goſpel 


of the BLESSEB IEsU S. — We are, dear 


Friendb, im the Fath of Chriſt, your humble 


Servants, 


of | 


Samuel Covell, a and 
George Cater. Mn Ney. | 
George Den Mary Cook, 

Alexander Robe, Maby Franck, 


George Bolton. 11 May Brown, NH 


James. Neſmyth. Mary Deuten, 1 
Zachariah ne, Anden — 
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_. . Thus far I have brought down m/ Narra. 
tive, and have been helped to remember all 
the way which the Lord my God has led me 

in this State of in LATION, © 


9 am, 
Rev. and FAG Brother, 5 
Yours in the Fellowſhip of 405 
1 che Goſpel, 
-  MATHETES. 


LETTER v. 


Containing a further Account of my Min 22 at 
the Ry ä . 


Rx v. BROTHER, . . | 2 


1 AM perſuaded that x NY gives you Ir 
greater felicity then to hear of the work . 


of the Lord in the Regeneration and Conver- th 
ſion of Ele& Souls. One evening as I was 
preaching at Weſtminſter, a Mrs. Greenway, 
an ancient Woman, came in a providential 

way 
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way to hear me. The next day ſhe came to f 15 

| my houſe at Lambeth, and informed me that fi 
* God was pleaſed to meet with her that Even- | 
7 ing under the Preaching of the word, and £ 


convince her of her ſinful State by Nature. 
She gave me a very circumſtantial Account of 
ber Life. She was then in the goth year of 
her age. She had been a ſtritt Phari/ee for 
ſix-and-thirty years in every ſenſe of the word, 
and was deemed a Woman of great Piety. 
She informed me, that when ſhe went home 
ar that eveing from the Chapel, her ſoul was 
in great diſtreſs on account of a Life ſpent in 
the Sin of SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS. She con- 
tinued diſconſolate for ſome time. One morn- 
ing ſhe found her mind ſtrongly impreſt to 
open her Bible, to which ſhe attended, and 
immediately her Eyes were faſtened on that 
ſweet Promiſe, Mal. Chap. iii. v. 17. And 
they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſt, in 
that Day when I make up my JEWELS.” 
Immediately her Sorrow was turned into Joy. 
The Love of God was ſhed abroad * 


—— one 
— 14 


1 
fi 
: 


Re ey 


by 

9 
16 

0 
i 8h 

\ Ea 

1 

i 
7 
i Be) 
5 7 
8 
iS Li 
* 


Be out. 


— — 
— . 
— 


3 — 
— At 
— ba wg 


— 


(if: 
F 1 
. 
1 
$43 
1 1 


n * ——_—_ 2 — * 
0 — a 
r 61A 4 crows 4 


— — 8 
. — 
. — 


76) LIFE or MATHE TES JU 
by the Holy Spirit, fo that ſhe gloried in the 


Crnisr. The preceeding words were faſtened 


in hex new Nature as a Natl, in a ſure Place, 


neither was ſhe ever left to doubt of her Union 
with Chriſt, as long as the continued in her 
Pilgrimage. Her walk was truly honourable, 


At this advanced age, ſhe lived a very abſte- 


nious Liſe, in order that fhe might have ſome- 


thing to give to thoſe who were rich in Grace, 


but poor reſpecting the things of this Liſe, 


In one year and two months after ſhe had been 


called to experience the Love of Chriſt a mor- 
tification took place. I went to fee her and 
found her in a heavenly frame of mind. Her 


ſpiritual Converſation was bleſſed to my ſoul. 


A hade dme afier I had left her, the fell afleep 


in the Boſom of her Lord and Saviour, leav- 
ing a precious teſtimony behind that Death 
r e 7 vg 
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arkhivthvs wonderful appearance of this Love 
a God to poor Sinners I muſt not omit. A 


1 „ . | Gentle» 
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Gentle woman came to my houſe at Lambeth 
and deſired an interview; ſhe communicated 
her deſire, which was, that I would go and {ee 
a young Woman, who was thought to be 
dying. Accordingly I went —When I came 
to the houſe, (which was in Weſtminſter) 
I was perſuaded it was a houſe of bad 
fame. When I entered into one of the 
Rooms I was confirmed in my thoughts, 
At firſt I was put to a ſtand in my on mind, 
| whether to go back, or to ſtop; while I was 
muſing I thought on the condu& of my Lord 
and Maſter, (viz.) that he. converſed with 
Publicans and Harlats, which ſatisfied my 
mind, I went to the bedſide of the poor un- 
happy young Woman, at the ſame time ſeven 
or eight poor creatures came round about me. 
The ſick young Woman appeared to be only 
ſkin and bone. —Sbe told me ſhe was then in 
the 15th year of her age, and that ſhe had 
been in that awful way of Life from the age 
of 13. My heart was greatly affected with 
the RON fight. I thought on the words of 
F'4 Du. 
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Dr. Young, “This is Creation's melancholy 
Vault.“ 1 converſed with her about her ſoul, 
I found that ſhe was rationably ſenſible as a 


| Creature, but at the ſame time dead in Treſ- 
| Paſſes and Sins. I was helped to pray for all 
the poor Creatures. I was earneſtly intreated 
to come again. The next day I came and 
found the young Woman under ſtrong con- 
victions and praying to the Lord. I then 
looked unto the Lord, and prayed that I might 


be helped to explain unto her the way of Sal- 


vation. I found that the Lord had opened 
her heart, (as he did the heart of Lydia) ſo 
that ſhe truly attended to the things which 
were ſpoken. Before I left her, her ſoul was 
comforted, and her deſires ripened into a ſweet 
reliance on the RIGHTEOUSNESS and ALL- 
ATONING SACRIFICE of the LORD JESUS 
Cukisr. The next morning I went again, 
but ſhe was no more, One of the Women 
told me that in the night before ſhe departed, 
ſhe ſaid that Jeſus Chriſt had blotted out all 
Sins, and then broke forth i into Praiſe to the 


Lord for having had mercy on her Soul. She 
then 
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then cloſed her eyes in Death, to ſee her 
Lord in Glory. A few days after the death of 
the young Woman, the ſame Gentlewoman, 
(mentioned at the beginning of this ſhort Nar- 
rative) came again to my houſe, and expreſſed 
her thanks for my complying with her requeſt. 
She then put her hands together in a way of 
Praiſe to God, and yet with floods of tears, 
and ſaid, O Sir, the deceaſed was my. only 
Daughter, but T am comforted in that the Lord 
was gracious to her Soul and has taken her to. 
himſelf. O how myſterious are the ways of 
the Lord in a way of n and 1 ina 2 of 
PROVIDENCE. | 

The ſollowing is a Proof of thoſe words, 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave 
Sinners,” — A Mrs. ***#*, in Weſtminſter, 
came to hear me preach at the New-way Cha- 
pel. After public worſhip was over, ſhe went 
home very diſconſolate. Her Daughters took 
notice of her being ſo dull, and ſaid, Mother, 


is there any thing amiſs? She replied, yes 
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74 LIFE or MATHETES. 
there is; adding, I am afraid we are all un. 


done, for we have lived as if chere was no 
God, nor a ſuture State. The Daughters un- 
derſtood that ſhe had been at the Chapel, on 


which account they were very unhappy, ſay- 
ing, Mother, if you go there we ſhall looſe all 
re buſineſs. The ſecond time that ſhe was . 

the word preached, the Spirit of the - 


3 her to ſeel godly Sorrow on ac- 


count of Sin. She deſired an interview with 
me, the time was appointed. She then with 


honeſt freedom gave me an account of her 


paſt life. — She had been awſully vulgar; ſhe 


had habituated herſelf to filthy converſation; 
ſhe had given into ſwearing; ſhe had been ſo 


violent in her Spirit and Temper, that ſhe 
became a terror to her Neighbours; in ſhort, 
ſhe was one of the Crimſon and Scarlet Sin- 


ners; but the Lord drew her with tl e Cords 
of Love. She had a ſeeling ſenſe of the im- 


| becility and defeRion of her nature. Her 


Regeneration was made manifeſt by a holy 
Converſation, | She loved the People of God, 


and 


V, 
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and the Paths of Wiſdom. This Lion-like 


Sinner was helped by the Holy Spirit, to lay 


down with the LAMB CHRIST JrsUs. Her 
Neighbours beheld and acknowledged the 
change was great. She became as delicate in 
her Converſation and Carriage after ſhe was 


called by Grace, as before the had been vile 


and indecent.—O, what mighty wonders doth 
Grace perform ! "Towards the cloſe of her Pil- 
grimage ſhe was brought low in Providence, 
but was helped to ſee, and alſo to ſay all is 
WELL, till ſhe fell aſleep in the Arms of Chriſt: 


Thus have I ſeen the aboundings of Grace to 
ſome of the vileſt Sinners under my ſeeble 


Miniſtrations (yet am I nothing.) To my Co- 
venant God, to my Chriſt who has Redeemed 
me with his Blood! To my preeious Com- 


forter the Holy Spirit be all the GLoky, 


| The following is another demonſtration of 


the ſuper-aboundings of Grace, which I think 


] ſhall never loſe ſight of, a Mrs. T****, came 
to hear me at Weſtminſter Chapel, and God 


was 
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76 LIFE Or MATHETES. 
was pleaſed to wound her by his Spirit undet 


the word, and convince her of the awful Sins; 
in which ſhe then lived, likewiſe of her de- 


fective and loathſome nature. The next day 


I was ſent for, I came and found her in great 
diſtreſs, and the Man who went under the 


appellation of her Huſband ſitting beſide her 
like a Man'inſane. It was with this Woman, 
as it was with the Woman of Samaria; the 
Man with whom ſhe lived was not her Huſ. 
band. She opened her mind and told me what 
a wretched Life ſhe had lived. She acknow- 


ledged that ſhe had been a PROCURESS for 


Gentlemen, and confeſſed that ſhe had been 


inſtrumental of drawing many young Crea- 


tures into RuiN. . She ſaid that her whole 


Life had been one conſtant ſcene of wicked. 


neſs, I viſited her by. her own deſire for up- 


wards of three months. Her Repentance 


appeared genuine; her compundction and ſor- 
row of Soul exceeded all that ever I had ſeen 


before. Every time that I came to ſee her I 


found her weeping and wringing her hands, 
EE: and 
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and ſmiting on her breaſt, and bewailing her- 
felf on account of her Sins, which ſhe ſaid. 
were like a Milſtone on her Conſcience. - I 
was a witneſs, with many others, of her con- 
tinual weeping, by which, as it were, Furrows | 
were worn down her cheeks. In my frequent 
Viſits I endeavoured to ſet forth the ſieeneſs 
of Salvation, through the Blood and Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. She continued 
in that inconſolable ſituation till about four 
days before ſhe died. As I was ſitting in her 
ow- WU room along with another friend, ſhe broke 
for forth into ſweet Prayer; ſhe prayed that ſhe 
een might feel Chriſt's precious Blood applied to 
rea- her Soul, and that ſhe might feel the Pardon 
ole of Sin. The Lord anſwered her Prayer, for 


ed. her mourning was turned into joy, and ſhe 
up- continued in an Holy extacy of Soul to the 
Ace breaking up of nature. O how have I ſeen 
or- that precious Portion of the word fulfilled, 
en « All manner of Sins ſhall be forgiven.” Thus 


r1 I have I ſeen the Wiſdom of God in bringing 
ds, me to | Weſtminſter Chapel, and have been 
nd | | com 
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comforted with theſe words, I will be with 


thee in all Places witherſoever thou nn and 


I will ſurely. do thee Good.“ 
1 am, dear Brother, 
Yours in the Fellowſhip * 
of the Goſpel, *. | 
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LETTER vi. 


- mr 


Containing « an Account of my leaving W: at. 


ler Chaptl; my Call to Oxford, with fone 


- Circumſtances attend ing my Miniſtry. A 7 fil 
to my Father in the North, and wy Regfons 


or becoming a Bapt: . 


RRV. 81 R, 


OON after the ready f appointment 
of divine Providence, I became diffaris- 


fed with my ſituation at the New- way CH. 
pel. I was gradually fed to ſee into the na. 
rare and conſtitution of 4 Gofpet Church. 
cee opened ww mind to "the Rev: 
Mr. 
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Mr. Harmer, at Great · Shepherd in Berkſhire. 


In a ſhort time after our inter view, I received 
a Letter from him on the Subject, in which 


going into the Diſſenting Intereſt, there was 


an Opening for me at Wantage, in Berkſhire; 


but there appearing to be ſome miſunderſtand- 
ing about the Invitation, a Negative was put 


on the matter, which made way for my being 
deſired to preach at Oxford. The firſt Ser- 
mon that I preached at Oxford, was from 
Revela. Chap. iii. v. 7. I ſound great freedom 


in ſpeaking, and was happy in having the 
comfortable Preſence of my Lord. After the 
Evening's opportunity, many expreſſed. them- 


ſelves to have been comſorted under the Truths 


which had been delivered. Martha * K**#, 
a Woman of good underſtanding, who had 0 
been in the Furnace of Tribulation, and wW bo 


This gracious Woman, was fweetly led into the great 


Doctrines of Grace, Her Zeab for God and Fruth wen Un 


able, — Her generous Mind to the diſtreſſed exceeded her 
Ability. Her Chriſtian F e : have (for many pry 
found 1 


was 
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was that Evening in great trouble of mind, 


when ſhe came to hear me preach, ſhe was 
bleſſed under the word of the Lord, and ſet 
at liberty by his giving her beauty for Aſhes, 


the Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the Gar- 


ment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. 


Thus did I ſee the wiſdom of God in bring- 
ing me to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt that 
evening at Oxford. Aſter my return to Lon- 
don, I received two INVITATIONS from the 


People at Oxford, expreſſed in the moſt af- 
fectionate TERMS. Their Entreaties were 
pathetic and argumentative, and I attended to 
their Call. -I then preached my Farewel Ser- 
mon at Weſtminſter, upon which the follow- 
ing Ts STIMONIAL was ſent down to Oxſord. 


WE, whoſe ER are lane ſubſeribed / 


and who attended the Miniſtry of the Rev. 
Auguſtus Clarke at the New-way Chapel, 


Weſtminſter, faithfully aſſert, that he ſtrictly 


preached the Doctrines termed CALVINISZ 


of 


TIC, or more properly the Precious Doctrines 


thi 


Sarah Williams, Lucretia Greig, 
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of Grace, (viz) Salvation through Faith? in 
the Blood and Righteouſneſs of the LoxD JE 
sus CEARIST, with all its concomitant Doc- 
trines; and We further believe, that his Life 
and an are rat Wen, thereto. 
2 £7 SL. 
Toſeph Coad, a Elizabeth Church, 
James Dunton, Hannah Debatt, 
James Arnott, Mary Powell, 
William Arnott, Sarah Tootz. 
John Bunce, Ann Brunton, ae 
Thomas Bunce, Mary Francklin, 
George Dunſord. William Bennett, 
Jane Gillmore, Elinor Bunce, 
Martha Tooth, Elizabeth Hobſon, 
Peter Arnell, © _ Mary Malden, * DE 


*: o o 4 
* 


2 


Elizabeth Letſom, John Leach, 

Elizabeth Debatt, John Collins 
Sarah Windmore, M,yrtilla Dunton. 
Sarah Fur ni, Sarah Malcaſter. 
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canal with them for ſome years. Great 
numbers attended on the word Preached. I 


had the ſound of Hofanna, for nearly three 


years amongſt them, but afterwards a different 
found * with fome of the Phari/ees, whoſe 
* When I had been with the People at Oxford thirteen 
Months a, Letter was ſent to the Miniſters at London, 
expreſſing their approbation of my Miniſtry, and my Uſe- 
fulneſs amongſt them. At the cloſe of the ſecond year ano- 
ther Letter was ſent more ſtrongly expreſſed than the former, 
figned by the People. During my continuance at Oxford 
1 was locked upon like a ſpeckled Bird. The Baptiſt 
HzzpsMEx alk ſtood at a diſtance from me. I was the 
Butt of their reſentment, and was treated i in the moſt diſ- 
ingenuous and. contemptuous manner. I was branded with 
being a Jeſuit in difguiſe, and by others, that I was an An- 
tinomian, becanfe I zealonfly maintained the ſcriptura IDor- 
trine of ancient Franſaftions in a way of covenant Settle- 


ments; in ſhort, I was befpattered with almoſt every op- 


probrious Appellation, and was perſecuted for Truth and 
Righteouſneſs Sake, that is, for faithfully preaching the 
Righteous Truths of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt. In the 
midſt of all my uſeful Trials, I received a kind Letter from 
one of the Deacous of the Church, lately under the Care of 


the Rev, Benjamin Wallin, And ſoon after coming on 2 


Viſit 


— — — o orn— meer pat pg Oey oe. — —— — ae" 94> mr 2 
g _ —___— ——T———_—— = 


I was cordially received at Oxford, and 
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Viſit to Yo 1 was Lhd EW. that Mr. Wallin de- 
ſired to have ſome” Converfation with me. I paid him a 
Vifit, but our interview was ſomewhat unpleaſant, owing 
to a moſt illiberal Letter, of, Inſinuation which he bad 
received from a Weſt Country Calviniſt, who had for 2 
number” of years been dabbling i in Briſtol Divinity. His 
Letter breathed the Spirit of Malevolence. The Geatle- 
man is an Author, and has written 2 ſmall Piece on Free 
Communion, but for the fake of the, Golden Wedge | he bas 
facrificed his'own Principle, and continuss a Paſtor over a 


Church of another Ferſuaſion. The Text in his Letter to 


Mr. Wallin which be applied unto me, was Pro, Chap. xxiv. 
F. 31 Meddle not with them who are given to Change. 
The inference from the preceeding: is obvious, (viz.)-that 


this Gentleman i is inimical to any Change in Matters of Re- 


Nngion. Is a Man, a Mahometon ? Let him abide, | Is he 2 


Papi? Let him hold faſt to Mother Church. Is be 2 
Churchman? Let him continue, &c; &c. With pleaſure. 1 


embrace the Privilege openly to declare, that 1 feel Gratis 


tude in my Heart to the God of my Salvation fox every | 


Change that f have paſſed through. I admire his Wiſdom; 


Love, Grace and Power towards me in every Viciſſitude. 
After my return to Oxford, I teccived an aflectionate Let- 
ter from Mr; Wallin, in which he :ackajowledged, chat hs 


was ſorry that he had grieved-me by his-appatent Warmeh, 
adding, that what he had ſaid-was owvitg- to the Letter of 
Inſinuatioa. Every interxiew'that E had wich Mr. Wallirt 
for the ſuture was friendly, and faithbub; * do bow front 
my Heart revere his Character. 
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cry was, we want Praftical Godlineſs *; we 
do not want information reſpecting what 
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| Chriſt 
INSINUATION is one of the Brats of Hell, yea, it is one F 
of the Tormentors in the Breaſt of the Phariſee. It is a Vi- : 
per, that has no dwelling in the Heart of the New Creature 
in Chriſt Jeſus, but its habitation is the Boſom of the dou- 
ble-minded Man. Infinuation like the Camelion, can change - 


| Itſelf into different Colours in order to accompliſh different 
Ends. It will be very aſſiduous to ingratiate, and having 
gained this Point, it will then pretend to pity the abſent 
Perſon, and like the impious Abſalom artfully ſtrive, with the 
Tears of the Crocodile, to inſtil Prejudice into the Mind of 
the Party addreſſed, If the InsSiNUATER meets you, he will 
cover his Duplicity with an unmanly Smule, and put forth 
his Hand as if he meant Friendſhip, tho“ he is an Aſſaſſin 
in his Heart. Prior to his meeting you, he has been wounds 
ing your Reputation by dark Sayings or half Words, or 
probably by his Hands and Eyes lifted up towards Heaven, 
attended with a few Groans, — Sighs, and ſhakings of the 
Head. 3 | 
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.» + Much i is aid in the prefent bey about (what ſome call 
Practical Godlineſs), but the manner in which it is ſet forth 
Indicates, to me, great Darkneſs of Mind. The Goſpel Pha- 
7iſees,who take hold of the Skirt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 

a profeſſional way, are partial to the Plumes of Creature 
_ doings, They love to cat their own Bread and wear their 

"own 
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Chriſt has done, but what we are to do, &c. 


I am happy that I did not fall under that 
Curſe, « Wo unto you when all Men [peak well 
of N Luke, Chap. vi. v. 26. 


Thers was. one Mary 1 a ou 
attendant on my Miniftry, who appeared to 
be truly a regenerated and converted Soul. 
She expreſſed great Satisfaction and Edifi- 
cation under my Miniſtry. Her Experience 
was very delightful, and her Converſation 
ſenſible and ſpiritual. The Lord was pleaſeg 


to bring her Body i into a declining ſtate, which 
own Apparel, only, ſay they, let us be called by thy Name 


to take away our reproach, Practical Morality is amiable, 
becauſe all ſocial Duties are therein included. The Senti- 


ment, as well as the Phraſe Practical Godlineſs, 1 conſider 


to be unſcriptural, conſequently unſound, Rear G01 1 
NESS is of a vital Nature, therefore is wholly between 


God and the Soul that feels its UNION with the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and as a new Creature is helped to wor- 
ſhip God in the Beauties of Holineſs, even in Spirit and Truth, 


and to rejoices in the glorious Privilege of Communion and 


Fellowſhip with his unchangeable Lo and Fa1zND» 
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the Phyſician folk he thought would end in 
her removal. During the time of her Afflic- 
tion, I had frequent interviews with her by 
her own deſire, which I found to be of a re- 


| freſhing nature to my own. Soul. She was 


kept in a ſweet frame of Mind through the 
whole of her ſickneſs. The day before. ſhe 


died, I and ſome other Friends were at her 


| Bed-fide; the faid, let me ſee my Mother ; 
her Mother came; ſhe ſaid, My dear Mother, 
I have ſomething to ſay to you before I die. 
Attention was given. She ſaid, I now exprels 
the feeling Gratitude of my Heart to you for 
all your tender Care which you have ſhewed 


towards me, adding, you have been a kind 


Parent to me. She then ſaid, Mother, you. 
have been, and tall are, a ſtritt Pharr/ee, but no 
Pharijees will ever enter into Glory; adding, 
O liſten to the words of a dying Child, and 
ſuffer me to be faithful to you before 1 depart. 
It you die in the State which you are in you 
will be an unhappy Creature in another 


World, adding, there is no entering into Hea- 


* 
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into heavenly Rapture of Soul, with O Death 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, adoring him for the 
benefits of his Life. She had delightful, yea, 


moſt delightful Views of the precious Ri H- 


EOUSNESS of Chriſt; and of that compleat 
SATISFACTION which was made for Sin to 
Diving JUsTICE. Again ſhe broke forth 


where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy 


Victory? She then called for a Looking:plaſs 


in order to ſee if Death had made his impreſ- 
ſion on ber Countenance, and then with de- 
vout ardour of ſoul ſaid, O how I —_— to be 


Every Man vitally unittd to Chriſt Jeſus is a new Cram 


ture, and that which conſtitutes the ne Man is a'new Na- 
ture, which Nature is incapable of Sianing, John i. Ch. iii 
ve g. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin 3 
for his Seed remaineth in him; and he cannot Sin becauſe 


he is born of God.” Now, the new Nature is Drvinz LIE 
and Lovz, which are {ſeparable in the Man born n 
acither can it ever die. 
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ven without a New Nature.“ She then caſt 
her Eyes on me, and ſaid with heavenly Joy, 
Come, take hold of the Hand of a dying Siſter, 
She then broke forth into Songs of Praiſe to 
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with Jeſus. We then parted, and the ſane 


Night ſhe fell aſleep in the Boſom of my Re- 
deeming Lon and SAVIOUR. 


- Mr. Archdall Rook, an ancient Gentleman; 


and one of my principle People to whom the 
Lord was pleaſed to make me uſeſul, paid 
a very ſtrit regard to my Miniſtry. He 
was liberal in ſupporting the Cauſe of Chriſt. 
He was fond of retirement, and ſomewhat re- 
ſerved in his natural diſpofition. —About five 
Months before his Death he deſired to have a 
private interview with me. I attended. He 
then gave me an account of the dealings of 
God with his Soul, and alſo a written ac- 


count of his experience, which was expreſſed ' 


in a feeling manner. He then ſaid, now, Sir, 
I have communicated that which wy mind led 


me to do, adding, in expreſſions of humility, 


I have no deſire to be ſplendid in my proſeſ- 


ſion. My great wiſh is to be a Diſciple with- 


out a Name, alluding to John, Ch. xviii. ve 15+ 
And Simon Peter followed Jeſus, and ſo did 
another 
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informed the Rector of the Pariſh that he 
| Was 
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another Diſciple ; I have no doubt but what 
the Root of the matter was in him. One 
Lord's Day Evening in the Meeting-Houſe, 


as the Congregation were ſinging the firſt 


Verſe of the 1038 Hymn of Dr. Watts's 


Compoſition, before Sermon, 


Firm as the Farth'thy Goſpel ſtands, 
My Lord, my Hope, my Truſt, 

If I am found in Jeſus Hands, 

My Soul can ne'er be loſt. 


He dropt the Book, and looked up with a 


ſmile, and fell, and was carried into my houſe, 


and there expired in a few hours, Thus end- 
ed the Days of his Pilgrimage. 


Thomas ces Pariſh Clerk of Head- 


ingdon, near Oxford, came to hear me. It | 


was the pleaſure of the Lord to bring him 
to a ſaving and comfortable acquaintance with 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus. Accordingly he 
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was uncomfortable in his Office on account of 
many things which his Conſcience forbid him 
to attend to any longer, ſince he had heard 
the real Goſpel of Chriſt, upon which he gave 
up his Clerkſhip, and worked (with pleaſure) 
for his Bread. I Baptized him in the River, 
on a Confeſſion of his Faith. The Lord led 


him into the deep Waters of the Sanctuary, 


and gave him a diſlike to the Miniſtrations of 
thoſe Preachers who are guilty of fouling the 
Waters with their Feet. He loved a pure and 
free Salvation, and is to this Day enabled, 

through Grace, to walk humbly with his God. 
DuRING my Reſidence with the People in 
this City, I made little Excurſions to the Vil- 
lages, where there were a few Diſciples, and 
preached Chriſt to them. I preached a Ler- 
ture at Sutton in Berkſhire, for upwards of 
two years. I was deſired to preach at Thame 
in Oxfordſhire, I accepted the Invitation, but 
prior to my coming to preach I received in- 
formation that there was an Attorney had ſworn, 
that 


Pulpit. I went, and when I was begin- 


in great fury, but while I was preaching the 
down from the P ulpit he came to me, and re- 
belonged to ſome Arians, who informed me 
a few Days after, that before - Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould be pulled down to the ground. Aſter 


this I had a Place Licenſed in the Pariſh of 
Headingdon, in order to preach the Goſpel 


Houſe and behaved with inſult and violence. 


to drag me out, Their Imprecations were 


to 
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that if I came he would pull me out of the : 


ning to ſpeak the Gentleman came in with a 
number of Men after him, They all came in 


(torney began to weep, and when I came 
turned me Thanks for the Sermon, and deſired 
that I would come again. The Meeting houſe 


hould be preached as God in that Place it 


of the Kingdom to ſome Diſcipies; great num- 
bers came to hear. One Evening as I was 
preaching a number of Men came into the 


I was knocked down out of the Det. much 
pains were taken to lay hold of me in order 


horrid, They threatened to drown me, and | 
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r 


9 LIFE or MATHETEs. 


to pull down the Houſe; but God was with : 
his few Diſciples, and kept us from their fury, : 

fo 
Application was made the next Day (accord- N 
ing to the Act of Toleration) to Dr. Lee of 3 
Baliol College, one of His Majeſty's Juſtices 1 


of Peace, but with all the Pride of a Phariſee, of 
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he poured Contempt on our lawful Applica- - 
tion. The Deputies for the Diſſenters, and 0 
Mr. Samuel Naylor * of London, hearing of 0 
our ſuffering, immediately ſent down to me 0 
01 
for information. Accordingly they acquainted 
% 1 
the Dr. that if he did not immediately ſend to me * 
and adminiſter Juſtice, that he ſhould be fined 
: ONE | . bu 
Zool. and his Commiſſion taken from him; * 
which the,Dr. ſent to me to let me know he 1 
was willing to attend to every Thing I deſired. 1 
. 1 . . | 
1 This high Church Prieſt was the Man F who 1 f 
5 1 8 
3 ſent Mr. George Whitfield out of Oxford, Re 
bt i 2 3 . 2 | 11 
iN for expounding the Scriptures in Houſes. It 4 
1 * Mr. Samuel Naylor, Attorney, freely offered to ſee me, 4 
and my Friends righted, without putting us to any Ex- 1 
| | » RE a o 
pence. ; ; to n 
+ Dr. Lee was Vice-Chanceller at the time whih Mr. | ledg 


Whitfield left Oxford. 
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py 


was in my power to have made nine Men pay 


20 Pounds each, but I and my Friends freely 
forgave them upon their making a publick 
acknowledgement of their unlawful Conduct, 
and our Lenity towards them. Soon after 
another Trial came on. The Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen ſent for me and aſked what Pariſh 

I belonged to, and inſiſted upon ſeeing the | 
Certificate of my Pariſh Settlement. I in- 
formed the Court that I had never been aſked 
for any thing of the kind before, and further 
informed them that I was a regularly Licenſed 
Miniſter according to the Act of Toleration ; 
but this was treated with Contempt. I 
then aſked them what time they would allow 
me to come to London after a Certificate. I 
was allowed four-and-twenty Hours to perform 


a Journey of 100 and 10 Miles, and if not ob- 


tained in that time I was to be moved by what is 
called a Pass. * When 1 returned, 1 was told | 


* Mr. Samuel Fox, a reſpectable Character, perceiving 


how I was uſed acted the Part of a Brother and Friend both 


to me and my Family, whoſe Kindneſs I ſhall ever acknow- 


ledge with Gratitude, 
that 
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that I was a Pariſhioner becauſe I pal the 


Taxes. After the expiration of the time al- 


lowed, the Mayor's Servant came with a 


Summons for me to appear before the Court, 


I ſent my Reſpetts, and ſaid, that if the Mayor 


and Court of Aidermen had any Buſineſs with 
me I was at my own Houſe, A ſecond. and 


a third Meſſage came, at laſt 1 informed one 


of theni that I was a Pariſhioner. This Cir. 


cumſtance diſconſerted their malevolent Plan, 


and cauſed them to appear. with Shame in 
the Eyes of all Judicious People. 


William . a Youth, LE. was Servant 
fo an Apothecary, came one Winter's Even- 
ing to have ſome Converſation with me con- 
cerning the way of Salvation, and about the 
nature of the New-birth. He informed me, 


that he had been brought under a concern of 


Soul, from the word Preached. When this 
Youth was called by Grace he could not read 


a fingle word. It was the pleaſure of Gad 


to increaſe his Underſlanding! in the know- 
| ledge 
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ledge of Divine Things. He was Baptized at 
Reading on a Confeſſion of his Faith. After 
ſome years he was admitted into the Counteſs 


of Huntingdon's College in Wales, and from 


thence was ſent out into the Miniſtry. His 
Zeal was great, but his Underſtanding was 
dark reſpecting the Doctrine of electing Love. 

e : 1 e 


Some who appear in a Public Character and are apparent- 


ly made uſeful, precipitately conclude, that God bleſſes all 


that they deliver to the People, and this they infer to be 
demonſtration, When they perceive many of the Congrega- 
tion affected under their Orations, It is incompatible with 


the Wiſdom and Nature of God, to work by his Grace and 


Spirit, with the abſurd Contradictions of Preachers. The 
Animal Paſſions may be wrought upon by pathetic Har- 


rangues on the moſt glaring TInconſiftencies and fallacious * 


Sentiments, which the unſkilful in the word of Righteouſneſs, 
and experimental Knowledge pronounce to be the work of 
the Lord, The HoLy Szigir works by the Truth of his 


own Word, and makes it effectual to the Redeemed of 


Jeſus, Now as far as any Man is helped by the Spirit's In- 
fluence, to preach the Truth in its Purity, he may expect 
the fulfilment of thoſe Words, (viz. Iſa, Chap. lv. v. 41. 
* My Word ſhall not return unto me void, but it ſhall ac- 


compliſh that which I Pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the 


Thing whereto I ſent it. I avzx, that the New-Nature in 
the 
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God 3 uſe of him for his own Glory 10 


ſeveral Souls in and about the City of York. 
His Chriſtian Pilgrimage, and his work in the 
Miniſtry were not of long Duration. The 
Lord cut ſhort his own work in Righteouſneſs 


by tranſplanting him from Earth. to Heaven. 


There was one George Woodward, who in- 


formed me, that the Lord was pleaſed to call 


him under my Miniſtry. His experimental 
acquaintance with Truth was: pleaſant, and his, 
artleſs ſimplicity amiable, and as a new Crea- 
ture was helped to learn Jeſus. William Moor 
of Headington, alſo acknowledged that my 


Miniſtry had been wonderfully. owned and 


bleſſed in his Soul. He was 2 Diſciple whoſe 
Faith did grow exceedingly to the acknow- 
ledgement of the Myſtery of God and Chriſt; 


and it evidently appeared, that the Word of 


the Man born from above is abſolutely incapable of being 


deceived in point of Experimental Feelings. There is a one- 


neſs between the New-Nature and the Holy Spirit, for the 
Holy Spirit bears witneſs with the Spirit of the IR Man 


in Chriſt Jeſus, that he is the Sox of Gop. 


TIDY Chriſt: 


Lift "dr WETHETES: » 
Chriſt dwelt f in 11 new Man richly.” His 


Underſtanding 3 in the deep Things of God was 
great. He gloried in the finiſhed work of 
Jeſus 294. compleat* Salvation in bim. He 
loves à real Goſpel Miniſtry, but where to find 
Preaching without a Mixture, i in the Place, in 


which Providence hath fixed him, he is really 
at a loſs, But this Privilege have all the Saints | 
(viz. ) to Kno experimentally, that the Word : 


of the Lord is not bound, neither i is the Spirit 
of the Lord flraitened. Every regenerated 
Man is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, his 
new Heart 1 is an Altar, conſecrated urito God; 


on which is laid the Holy Fire 'of eternal | 


Love! which ſhall never go out by Day nor 


by Night! It is Love which, many Waters 


cannot quench, neither can the 18 drown, 
it, Song, Ke Vil. v. We 85 


* 

3 
„ 4 
83 4 © * 34 
* 


There is der kites tt ve which i | 


muſt not omit. 6 received a Letter from my 
Father who lived in the North, who was ſup- 


poſed to bel in dying Circumſtances, who had 


* a great 
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a great K to haye an interview with me 


eee 


of; a Fra nature to us both. 3% Taber, 
n to inform me about the fate of bis Soul, 


: e i that. he had for ſeveral. months been 


delivered from the fear of Death, alfo, that he 


was comfortably perſuaded that Chriſt had 


loved him, oy given. | himſelf for him. The 
Name of Jeſus was precious to him; he ap- 
peared to have learned the ſweet Leſſon of 
Contentment, and Was helped. to tarry the 
Lord's. appointed time in pleaſant ſubmiſſion 


2 hisW . He had been ill with a Diabetes 
fo 


r upwards of three years. His pains of a 


bodily Nature- were affectingly Sxcruclating, 


but he-was helped to- receive e all as coming 
from the a 2 loving Parent, He in- 
formed me, that my Preaching, which he had 
S8 for three Months on a former Viſit 
ondon, had been owned and bleſſed unto 
kim, likewiſe that my Letters had been made 


on! conſolatry t to him in times & Sorrow and Af- 


fliction. 
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liction. I continued with him tially three 
weeks, during which timt lie appeared to be 
praying, ot preiling Got för a Nianifeſtatibn 
of his loving Kindneſs through the Lord Jeltts 


Chriſt: He was very defirous of comihüni 


cating what the Lord hall dotre Tor his Soul, 
to all who profefſed to be LObers bf tie $16: 
rious Redeemer. T W- days before Be diet, 
he deſited to have his Children at Hts Bedflde. 
He then ſent up ſome ſhoft Ejaculatiois t tuin 
the Lord for us all. He then called me thts 


bim, and-faid, "My deat Chitd, predch Crit 


wherever you tan; and as 'oftett "as you can, 


and tell chem hel the Lord has None for 4 
Soul. The merning that 1 parted with Hith 
in order to returri to Oxford; He zpptare® fo 
be in à ſweet frame of mind, we them parted 
in humble Confidence that we fubuld meet ir 
the eternal State of Viſion to be fbr ever with 
the Lamb, and be hold As Glory; ard 

Praifes of redeeming und dying Love. 2 


ter followed mne ts Oxford, which imforred | 


me that PR Father died in #hour four Hours 


H 2 after 
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after I left him. He defired theſe Lines might 
be put on the Family Stone in the Burial 


Ground, (viz.) — © He found Redemption thro 
the Blood of Chriſt | Reader, haſt thou? About 
this time, Rev. Sir, I had the pleaſure to be 


Prior to my ſeeing you I had a Converſation 
with ſome Baptiſt Miniſters on the Ordinance 
of Goſpel Baptiſm, which led me to examine 


the word of God on that Subject. It evi- 


dently appeared unto me that Baptiſm was an 


Inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from 


Matth. xxviii. v. 19. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt.” And I was likewiſe convinced, that 


we have not only the Authority of Chriſt but 
his own Example, Matth. Chap. iii. v. 1g. 
« Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John to be baptized of him. And Jeſus, 
when he was baptized, went up ftraitway out of 

: 8 the 


acquainted with you, and at our interviews 
converſed not only on the deep things of God, 
but alſo on the purity of Goſpel Ordinances. 
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| the water; and lo, the Heavens were opened 
bt unto him, and he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcend- 
ial ing like a Dove, and lighting upon him. And 


70 lo, a Voice from Heaven ſaying, This is my 
put beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” 1 
be was then led to conſider who are the proper 
ws Subjects of Baptiſm. It was ſoon made obvious 
od, 0 me, that the Primitive Subjects of Baptiſm, 
es. were ſuch as confeſſed their Sins and believed 


in Jeſus, Matth. Chap. iii. v. 5, 6. Then 
vent out to him (that is John) Jeruſalem and 
all Judea, and all the region round about Jor- 
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, con- 
ſelſing their Sins.” Akts ii. v. 41. Then 
they that gladly received his word were bap- 
ized.” The next thing that came under my 
conſideration was the manner of baptizing. 
I confeſs with pleaſure, that it appeared as 
clear to me as the ſhining of the Sun, that the 
manner of Baptiſm in the apoſtolic Days was 
by immerſion, John iii. v. 23. And John 
was alſo baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, 
becauſe there was much water,” Matth. iii. | 
r H 3 : V. 1 
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* 


vs 16. And Jeſus, when he was baptized, 
went ug ſtrait way out of the water.” In the 
exerciſe of deliberate thought, I was deſirous af 
having a ſatisfaclory View. of the wiſe and gra- 
cjous deſign and end of this Qrdinance, which 
appeared 10 me in the following way: Bap» 
tiſm is an opęn declaration of Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and oſdevotedneſs to that ſpiritual worſhip: 
due to the TRIUN E JEROVAR. In this Or. 
dinange the Regenerate openly aſſert Chriſt to 
be their Prophet, who. inftrufted them in the 
things.concerning the Kingdom of God. Their 
Prieſt who hath made a ſull Atonement for all 
their Sins, and their King, under whoſe Rule 
and Government they ever wiſh: to live. In 
this Oxdinance they profes to believe with all 
their. Hearts, that the Lord is their Portion, 
and that they are his People. The Ordinance 
is a, moſt ſolemn, Repreſentation of the. bitter 
Baptiſm of the great Redeemerꝰs ſalutary Suf- 
ferings, who. . was, overwhelmed in painful Sor. 
row, and plunged by all the Curſe of the Law 


50 the Wine-Preſs * his Father's wrath ſor 
the 


®. 
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che Sins of his elef Spouſe Fei edge 
that your Converfation, Letters, and'occafional 


Labours at Oxford were owned by the Spirit of 
the Lord to the information of my Mind; and 


comfort of my Soul, reſpeRing the natute of 
Goſpel Ordinances, and the Order of a Church 


of Chriſt. Accordingly I was propoſed to the 
Church under your Paſtoral Care, and came 
over to Reading with ſeven of my People to 


give an account of the work of the Spirit of 


God upen our Souls. This being done we 
were all Baptized by you. The opportunity 
proved to be a time of refrefhing- from the” 


preſence of the Lord. I was then received iat 
full Communion with you, and was helped to 


rejoice in the Spirit of the Goſpel, and in the 
privilege of Chriſtian Fellowſhip with you. 
When I returned to Oxford 1 had att unpleas” 


SS <3 


fant reception from ſome of the People on ace 


count of the above. More uſeful Trials took 
place, I and was helped in Spirit to Praiſe 


God for all my Bitters e Con fola-" 


tions, being, perſuaded that all things work 
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together for. good to them who love God, 


Things becoming uncomfortable, I thought it 


would be more for my Peace and Comfort in 
the work of the Lord ot leave ® Oxford. Ac- 


cordingly I came to London, aſter which 1 
received the following INVITATION. from 


my Oxford Friends, 


Rxv. Sin, —We, your poor afflified a 


diſtreſſed Children, whoſe Names are under 


written, proſeſſing Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
* The Congregation late under the Paſtoral Care of the 


Rev. Mr. Hughes, Jewin-Street, London; underſtanding 


that I was about leaving Oxford, appointed Mr. Abington | 


one of the Deacons, to invite me to come. and preach to 
them on Approbation, to which I attended; There were 


many reſpectable Characters amongſt them, for whom 1 


have a moſt affectionate Regard. Deliberating on the ſitua- | 


tion of that Body of People, and my own view of things, 
I thought it would. be the moſt prudent to give up Preach- 


ing to them on Approbation, which I did with a Letter 


of Affection and  RefpeR, ——- Afterwards I received an 
Invitation from the Church of Chriſt, late under the Paſto- 
ral Care of the Rev. Mr. Craner, Redcroſs-Street, London; 
alſo an Invitation from the Baptiſt Church at Ipſwich, Suf- 
folk, late under the Paſtoral Cars of the Rev. Mr. Sowdon, 


Chriſt, 


t it 
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Chrifl, and in che great and glorious Doarines 
of Grace, beg your ſerious Conſideration re- 
ſpecting our preſent State; at the ſame time, 
beg you will communicate our Situation to 
the Rev. Mr. Wallin and the reſt of the Mi- 
niſters. You well know how Matters ſtand 


with us. We are but few and poor, and to 


increaſe our Sorrow are forſaken by the rich. 
Our. Caſe is melancholy, but we 'are encou- 
raged by the precious Promiſes of a Cove-. 


nant God, That the Poor will not always be 


forgotten. 


Our affedtionate Deſire now is, that you 
would come down again to Oxford, and be 
ordained over us, for we cannot be ſatisfied 
with any other Miniſter ſo well as yourſelf, 
as your Labours have been abundantly bleſt 
ta our Souls who. have ſat under your Mini- 
ſtrations. We deſire to leave all Things with 
him whoſe Government is Juſt and ordereth 
all Things for his own Glory. We moſt hum. 


bly intreat the kind Advice and Aſſiſtance of 
toe 
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thoſe who are Friends to the Goſpel of Chrift, 
to have the Doors ſhut againſt us, is truly af- 
fecting; nor can we well ſupport, under ſo 
great a Frial, eſpecially, as moſt of us have 
been brought from Darkneſs to ſome degree 
of ſpiritual Light under your Miniſtry, We 
therefore claim you as our under Shepherd, 
and the loſs of ſuch a Union Relation is like 
rending the Body aſunder, or diflocating every 
Member, and what more painful ? Yea, on 
this Account we: faint, for Sorrow drinketh 
up our Spirits. We pray that we- may be 
helped to leave our Cauſe in the Hand of Je- 
ſas, and that part of Chriſt's Body with whom 
you are acquainted, truſting that God will ap- 
pear for us in his own time. We have ſent 
this INVITATION, not from an unkind Spi- 
rit, but from a real Deſire for the Glory of 
God, ſor the Order of his Houſe and Privileges 
of his Saints. That we may ſee that we ſtand 
Compleat in Chriſt Jeſus, is the humble De- 
ſire of your truly affeRionate Children in the 
Lord. | | 


Thomas 


af. 
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Thomas Goodgame, Catharine Field, 
William Moore, Ann Bear, 


Edward Bear, Martha Keen,. 
Richard Carter, Jane Bennet, 

John Horn, Elizabeth Broughton, 
John Parme, Thedore Powell, 


Benjamin Pearce, Elizabeth Keen, 
James Bennet, James Tyror, 
John Powell, In behalf of the reſt. 


AſterT recezved the laſt Invitation from my 
Oxford Friends, I went down and preached 
a farewel Sermon to them from 2 Cor. Chap. 
xiii. v. 11. After which I returned to Lon- 
don, and preached as a ſupply to the Church 


at Redcroſs-Street, and for ſix weeks the 


Lectures for the late Rev. Macgowan, at De- 
vonſhire Square, and other occafional- Lec- 


tures, and, with pleaſure I can inſoim you, 
that Goodneſs and n. * oe me 


all the way. 
2 1 am, yours in the 


Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
 MATHETES. 
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LETTER VII 


Containing an Account of my being ſent out into 
the Miniſtry conformably to Congregational 
Order. Alſo my Settlement with the Church 
late under the Paſtoral Care of the Rev. To- 


mas Craner, 


RE v. SIR, 


| „ my departure oc Oxford, by 
the deſire of the Rev. Mr. Macgowan, 
Ih came down to fee you at Reading, in order 
to be ſent forth into the Vineyard of the Lord, 
agreeably to the Rules of baptized Churches, 
on which I received the following: 


Rev. and dear Brother. The underwrit- 
ten is a true Copy of the Minutes taken out 
“of our Church Book this Day, at a Church 
meeting held this goth Day of roo 1774, 
" e Lord's Day.” 


Our 
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Our honoured Paſtor moved, That where- 
das this Church have had repeated Trial of 


the Gifts of our beloved Brother William 
« Auguſtus Clarke, for public Uſefulneſs, that 


* our ſaid Brother be called and ſent forth by 
„this Church to the work of the Miniſtry, 
and that next Friday, February the 4th be 


appointed as a Seaſon of ſolemn Prayer toſeek 


© the Lord, who is the King and Head of the 
Church for his Directions and Bleſſings, and 
to ſolemnly ſet apart and fend forth our ſaid 
« Brother Clarke, to the great and important 


© Work of preaching the Goſpel, &c. Re- 


ſolved without a deſcenting Voice, © That the 
« above Motion is very deſirable, and that 
Friday Evening next, February the 4th, be 
e appointed forthe ſaid Seaſon of ſolemn Prayer 
{© before God, and ſending forth our Brother 


Clarke, at a Church-meeting, held this 4th 


Day of February 1774. The Minutes of the 
« laſt Church-meeting, together with the Mo- 
tion made by our honoured Paſtor laſt Lord's 
„Day being read, were confirmed, after ſe- 

« yerat 


— — - 
& bs 3 N A Fn X 2 = — 
— 2 e - NY 8 
4 N, —— * "Th - — 


9 CES 
pa Sees yd Fe "5: 
- r 


- 
9 
— 
— 
— 
b 
3 
—— 


opt 
"ou N 


p A - EIS 8 po * - — - - . r 8 92 
S 2 2 — 3 — ox —— . — Ar. - —_ — — hy 
"== — — — — — —„—-—ê — ä = 
— 1 > — 4 ͤ — wo te ———— — — - —— — ore FEI „„ 
P 8 2 4 a * — FE 8 > CR”. : N 
2 - = — * * * 4 2 8 — 2 = . 
a — — — r 1 — 


* 1 ma 
g . 
* 23 0 * 2 
* * 
* ws 
He: oa” Ae oxi 
. n 
= * ** 


Wl 

% [4 
a 

745 1 1 

n 

f . 43 

4 Vi 

1 1 

r 

5 4 
2 n 

po 7 Pt 

: l 

* BS * 

1 4 

F 44 ; 

1 

{ ; 

4 þ i 

1 1 

91 {Ks 

0 bf : 

1 
1 

1 


8 
* 
5 
. 


4 — 


3 SIS r <= * 
= -_ - — 
= — 2 T4 — 
= * 
* "Ka 
— —— — 
— — * 
„ r 
MERRY = rr 


ys. bi — 


— 
7 — or tee * 
RAINS IDSS 

— — —— — — 
— r — 

f Is £ < 
K * 
8 - 


Nom 


di . x = 
— 


— EE ISSS — — 

. — — — — ——ꝛ—̃— — —¼ 

n r "5 — . 
- - — = — — 4 5 — 


x 


— 


22 
„ — 
9 


* „ — gow — 

— 5 8 

— — — 2 — 
T ON en Pe. 3 ; 
— oi I —— - > — — 
— . EC Foot 


210 LIFE o MATHETRS. 


ts 1 of the Members had been engaged in 


Prayer for the Direttion of the Lord on that 
e momentous Buſineſs for which they were 
& aſſembled. Our Paſtor addreſſed the Church 
on the Nature and Importance of the Mini- 


*/ſterial Work, acquainting them that they 
« profeſſed and ſole Deſign of their ſolemn 


„meeting before the Lord was by appoint- 
m ent to call and ſend forth our much eſteem⸗ 
< ed Brother Clarke to the Work of the Mi- 
® niſtry, of whoſe Talents for public 'Uleful- 
4 neſs they had frequent Opportunities of 


judging from his Labours in the midſt of 
& them, &c. Then called on the Mem- 


bers of this Church, if they judged this our 
4 Brother to * miniſterial Abilities &, and 
60 to 


® It is pleaſant when 2 Servant of the Lord is 3 
into: the Miniſtry by the unanimous Approbation of a Goſ- 
pel Church; yet am I fully perſuaded that àa Man may be 
called according to the preceeding, and yet never called by 
the Lord Jeſus Ch riſt, to preach his Coſpel. Inkallible 
diſcernment is not in the Church Militant, It is obyzquy, 


that Partiality 1 in Churches has frequently taken place. Ne- 


gativ es 


898 ww E 00 0 reer 


niſtry. 
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to have received Gifts from the aſcended 
« Saviour for the Publication of his Goſpeb in 
& his Name and Fear, as in his Preſence to 
bs witneſs and declare this their Call of him 


« « to the public Work by liſting up their Right 
Hands, which they did without Exception, 


on which our Paſtor. addreſſed Brother Clarke 


gatives have been put on (apparently) promiſing Gifts who 


have been in a low ſituation in Providence, While others in 


a different Station (who have had no Abilities for the im- 
portant work) have been ſent forth by a Church Miſſon i into 
the work of the Miniſtry. I am fully perſuaded that the 


Lord Jefus Chriſt called me to preach his Goſpel prior to 


my having my knowledge about the Order of Congrega- 
tional Churches. I am ſatisfied, that to all whom the Lord 


Jeſus calls to Labour in his Vineyard he gives an internal 
call. 1 have felt an internal Call, heceffity was laid upon 
me; yea, the Love of Chriſt conſtrained me to open my 
mouth in his Righteous Cauſe, Now in my view of things, 
I do think, that prior to a Church Miſſion, the internal Call 
ſhould be communicated to the Church, There are ſeveral 
Characters of real Reſpect in the preſent Day {whom the 
Lord hath made eminently uſeful ) in his Cauſe, who' were 


refuſed Miſſions from the Churches with whom they Rood 


related through the Caprice of Individuals, et have we oc- 
cular Demonſtration of 952 Call to the work of the Mi- 
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on the Office of a Miniſter, and acquainted 
« him with the unanimous Voice of the Church 
in calling him to preach the word of the 
« Lord, and required him to- declare his ac- 
« ceptance of the Churches Call, which he 1 
« did, and expreſſed the ſenſe he had of his © 
«© own inſufficiency for ſo great a work; that 
* his Dependance was on the Grace and 
« Strength of the great Redeemer, whom he 
« determined (through the aſſiſlanec of the 
„Holy Spirit) to make the ſubje& of his Mi- 
4 niſtry, and earneſtly. requeſted the Prayers 
« of the Church for him that he might obtain 
* mercy to be Faithful. After which our 
beloved Paſtor in the Name of the Church, 
e congratulated our ſaid Brother, William 
« Auguſtus Clarke, on the Grace and Gifts 
| « beſtowed on him, exhorting him to all Di- 
i 8 « ligence, Faithfulneſs and Conſtancy, in that 
* 60 great work to which the Church had now 
„ called him, and expreſſed his earneſt wiſhes 
« and heart's deſire for him, that he might be 
acceptable and uſeful wherever the Lord in 
* his Providence may call him to teſtify the 
Goſpe! 
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« Goſpel of the Grace of God. And after ſing- 
ing an Hymn, our beloved Paſtor conelud- 


ed the Solemnity, recommending this our 


Brother, to the Grace of God, praying 


for all the Gifts and Graces of the Holy 


Spirit to deſcend plenteouſly upon him to 


„the awakening of Sinners, the Edification of 


„the Churches, and the Glory of our great 
« Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
Signed at our Church-Meeting, this 4th 
„Day of February, 1774, by us in Be- 
„ half of the Whole,” Ei 
Thomas Davis, Paſtor, Thomas PE WE: 
Robert Collyer, and Stephen Munday, 


James Winch, Deacons, George Haydon, 


William Griffin, . Henry Brockman, 

William Deunell, William Ward, - 
William Wheeler, a Robert Mills, 
Richard Alexander, Jaines Briſtow, 


John Winch, Samuel Little. 
Andrew Mackerel, Henry Caſtle, 
Richard Coates, John Bruiſe, | 
William Matigly, William Seagrove, 
Richard Lamb, John Sweetſew. 

I | When. 
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When 1 came to London, I preached! for 
ſeveral months 10 that part of Chriſt's Flock, 
formerly under the Paſtoral Care of the Rev, 
Thonias Craner, after which time I was defied” 
tc preach to them on spprobation; which I tid, 
and was received into their Communion upon 


giving an account of the Dealings of the Lord 


with my Soul. This being done, the Church” 
appointed a time of Prayer, after whick they 


called me to the Paſtoral Office in the Church, 
to which I gave my Anſwer in the Aﬀirmative, 
and gave them to underſtand, that the Doc- 


trines which I had preached amongſt them, ag 


the matter of my Faith were ſuch as, through 
the ſovereign Teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
I had experimentally known, and was perſuad- 
ed, that the Lord: Jefus would keep me faith- 
ful in my Miniſtrations, till I ſhould fall afleep 
in the ſiyeet embraces of bis Love! With real 
pleaſure I informed chem, that Jeſus was alto. 
gether lovely, yea; the chief among ten thou- 
ſand to my Redeemed and Regenerated Soul. 
Likewife, that I gloried in him as my Life, 
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my Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Strength; ; and, 
as the ſure Foundation of my wha and. 12 
cure Reſuge rom en „ 


Prior to my G over the aforeſaid. 
Church. the Church of Chriſt under the Paſ- 
toral Care of-the Rev. Mr, Davis at Reading. | 


ſent a recommendatory Letter, which for bre-, 
vity I have abrulged as allen. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord. 
1 As God in Bis wiſe Providence has caſt 
« the Lot of our belaved Brother, W. A. 


Clarke amongſt you; and as you have had 


« a proof of his miniſterial Abilities to your 


„great Satisfaction, This is to inform you, 
« that he was Baptized upon 2 Conſeſſion of his 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and joined with us as 


« Member in full Communion, and was ſent 


_ « out regularly by us a Preacher of the Goſpel 


4 of the Grace of God. We therefore free- 


« ly recommend him to you” as a choice, | 


oc ſound, and faithful Preacher of God's word: 
TY 2 4 One 
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" One who, we e believe, has at Heart God's 3 
Glory, and the good of precious Souls. We 
« defire to be thankful, that we have been 
« honoured with ſuch a Member, and the 
* ſending him out as a Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
« rejoice that he has been uſeſul to you as a” 
« Church. That the richeſt Bleſſings may be 
upon him is the unſeigned Prayer of zour 
« Brethren in the Lord. A. 
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Signed at nnn this 20th 

4 Day of November, One thouſand ſe- 5 
ven hundred and ſeventy- ſour, by us | 
„in Behalf of the whole.” | a 

& 


3 - 5 * — . 
. 
— FEA SES x <i _ K — — 

2 - 3 * — =s * 4 "7 * 
4 2 ——— 


=> Shot 4 
* = — 


— 
B—ÜN—Äu— ue 


Tromas Davis, Paſtor, 
RoßgERT COLLIER, 5 t 
Ton Winen, 7 ye: ] 


—- 
— 


4 
* 
L $ 
"IF 
r 
17 
rh 
"ys 
Y 
8 
+ 
Wo 
15 
* 
* 
6 
'E. 
F. on 
4 
We 
ö 3 
* 1 
17 
1 
1 
1 
* 
Jt: 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
4$ 
* 
5 
* 
5 
- 
51 
1 
"I 
717 
HL 
l 
4 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 74 
+ * 
ol 
. 
N. 
1 
» 4 
| 6H 
1 
4 
= 
7 x 
LIT > | 
$4" 10 
1 
4, w 
a 
5 
14, 
* 
= 
ef ? 
\F. 
- 
rg 
1 
* * 
Ee 
4 
3 
2 
7-2 
ol * 
1 '£ 
05 
18 
=! 
pF 'S$ 
FRE (| |! 
; 
49%: 
1 
„ 
8 
is. 
8 
1 "3 
k 
8 
YL i 
i 


— — 
- _ 


—_ a — r 

2 2 > pb — 2 

5 err . A 

4 2 Pe n —— 8 2 

—— — — AE . 

8 — — — I 

2 — ml 

- — —-—⸗m 

* g 
- ö 


— = — 

— 
Ono” —— 
** — 2 — rn — — 
EIT 


* 


— — — 
. 


After the above came to hand the Day was 
appointed for Ordination. Miniſters and Meſ- 
ſengers of Siſter Churches were invited to be T 
witneſſes of our mutual Agreement, which I 
conſider } 
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Prior to the Church recognizing. my Call-to 


he their Servant, the Rev. William Dowers, 


deſired that I would give a Confeſſion of my 
Faith, to which I attended. This being done, 
Mr. Dowers preached to me a moſt faithful 
and judicious Sermon, from that Portion, 
2 Tim. Chap. iv. v. 2. Preach the word.” 


Towards the cloſe of his Diſcourſe, be gave 
me Tome uſeful Cautions againſt the corrupt 


and heterogeneal Manner of Preaching in the 
preſent Day. He expoſed the idle Notion of 
an offered Salvation, with all the Diſapproba- 
tion and Contempt it deſerves. — Aſter. the 


Sermon I was requeſted, to ſignify my accep- 


tance of their Call to the Paſtoral Office, which 
I moſt chearfully and affectionately did, hoping 
the Call was by the e of La 


After 1 GT RS Paſtor, 1 e a- 


mongſt them for upwards of 6 years with a great 


degree of ſpiritual delight and ſatisſaction. My 
15 was kept ſingle to the Glory of Jeſus, and 
I 3 I found 


conſider to be the Eſſence of. Ordination. 


+ EBT 
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found a Devviednels of Soul to him and bis 
Righteous Cauſe. God was pleaſed to bleſs 
Dis own Goſpel preached by me to many of 
Eis regenerated Children, according. to their 
-own ſolemn Declarations. Many were added 
to the Church, and it appeared as if heir 
hearts were knit together in Love. 


After the Proteſlant Affociation delivered 
in their Petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
ſome things took place of an unpleaſant Na- 
ture with ſome Individuals, who treated me 
in the moſt Hliberal Manner. They aſſumed 
a Power over my Conſcience, and wanted * to 
bring me to an acknowledgement of Miſcon- 
dutt before the Church. I refuſed, adding, 
that I was inflexible in the Principle from 
Which I had acted, and I ſtill continue im- 
moveable in my Judgment reſpecting the 
whole Matter. At a Church · Meeting I deli- 
vered i in the following : 


* I 3 the white impartial N arrative e by me, authenti- 
Gate by the Church, 


: | Brethren 
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Brethren and Siſters, 
As my Conduct has been cenſured reſpecliog 
the Proteſtant Aſſociation, 1 think it a Duty 


to my own Character to lay before you my 


Reaſons tor ee che Allociation. . 


— # % 


Firſt, when Köber was 2 2 by 2 : 
in Canada, and the Proteſtant Religion only 
| tolerated, I waz much concerned, but When 1 
was inſormed that Popery Was tolerated 1 in 


our on Kingdom 1 my concern became greater. 


1 really thought ſuch a Bin would be produc= 


tive of many Evils, as it would open a way 


for the propagation ,c of the peſtilential Doc- 


trines of Rome. ä Secondly, underſtanding that 


ſeveral Golpel Miniſters and others, 1 5 


alarmed on account of what had taken place, 


and that they had met together for Prayer and 
Deliberation, in order that they might be di- ö 


F ©. # 


of Popery, and that they bad formed them- 


4 
ſelves into an Aﬀociation, 1 thought | it my 


duty to o give my attendance , to hear and tee 
eee E | dose 
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.. how things were condufted. Thirdly, aſter 


J had attended the ProteſtantAſfociation,ſome- 
time, an Appeal was publiſhed to the Proteſ. 


tants of England, the principle part of which 1 


moſt cordially approved, and J ſigned the Peti- 


tion, and with pleaſure I ayer, that my Heart 


and Hand went together. The Petition ap- 


peared to be humble, affeftionate, and loyal, 


and I think perſettly Conſtitutional. Fourthly, 


_ underſtanding that the Petition was to be car- 


ried down to the Houſe of Commons on June 
| the 2bd, and that it was deſired that thoſe 
ho had ſi igned the Petition would attend the 


ſame to the Houſe, and then return in Peace, 
I complied with their deſire. Fifthly, I have 


a true regard for my King, and for my Coun- 


try, but the higheſt regard for the Proteſtant 


Intereſt, which I conſider to be the Cauſe of 


_ Chriſt. After I had delivered the above, all, 
but a few Individuals, figned their Approba- 
tion of my Condutt; however, Matters did 


Spirit appeared, upon which I freely gave up 


rr 


not end here, a moſt intolerant and malevolent 


my 


2 — Gy 2 
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my Office in the preſence of the Church, 


Thus far I have been brought forward, and 
acknowledge that the Thorn and the Briar 
have performed the work, which God 5 
pointed them to do. 


I am, 
Dear Brother, 
Yours in Chriſt Jeſus, 
MA TH ETES. 


LETTER: VIIL. 


Containing an Account of my Condutt 3 
the Church at Red-Cr0f5-Street, after I had 
given up my Office amongſt them, and my 
Reaſons for again becoming their Paſtor, with 
ome further Account of my Miniſtry. 


Rev. BROTHER, 


AFTER I had given up my Paſtoral Of. 

fice, I received ſeveral Invitations from 
other Churches who were without Teachers. 
Accord- 
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Accordingly I went down to Thorne an Bed: 
fordſhire, on the firſt day in the week ſeveral 
times, and preached Chriſt unto them as the 


WrsDoM; RIGHTEOUSNESS, and SANCTI- 


FICATION of his People. - The Church at 
Thorne appeared to me to be compoſed of 
Members who had been taught by the Spirit, 
and had ſat under a Miniſtry that had been in 
a meaſure Evangelical. I did not accept of 
their kind Invitation, becauſe the Church at 
Red-Croſs-Street had intreated me to preach 
to them as a ſupply, to which I attended from 
a Principle of Love to them. They had been 


chiefly united under my Miniſt ry. according to 
their own Teſtimony. I informed them that I 
was willing to preach the Goſpel unto them for 
hat time they might think proper, in order 
to ſee what Divine Providence had appointed 


for them. The Church was ardently deſirous 
that I would reſume my Office amongſt them. 
I aſſured them, that they had the ſincere re- 
turn of my Chriſtian Eſteem, but for the pre- 


ſent my Mind and * were not at liberty to 
accede 
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accede to'their wiſh. ' In my Addreſs to them 
1 ſaid, I hope you will be helped te proceed 
with Wiſdom and Prudence, as a Church of 
Chriſt, and aſſured them, that if there were 
any other Servant of the Lord diſengaged, 
and they were diſpoſed to call and try his 
Miniſtry, it would be more Satisfactory to my 
Mind, and that if one ſhould come amongſt 
them in Providence which they might approve 
it would give me real Pleaſure, I likewiſe 
faid, that reſpefting myſelf I was perfettly 
latisſied that if God had deſigned to make uſe 
of me any longer in his Vineyard, he would 
ſet before me an open Door, and enable me 
to ſpeak to his Glory. After I had preached 
a conſiderable time to the Church as a ſupply, 
the Church were convened, in conſequence of 
which, they with one Voice intreated me 
again to become their . I addreſfed 
them as follows: BED 


Brethren in the Loxp, 


I feel Bowels of Love to you in the Spiri, 


and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, and would rea- 
dily 
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dily accede to your Invitation, but there is one 


great Obſtacle in the way (viz.) that which 
is called the Covenant of your Church, which 


I acknowledge I ſigned when I firſt came into 
this Church without perceiving that ignorant 
Abſurdity and Contradiction, on which account 
I was in TRAMMELS (on particular Occa- 


fions®) for a long time before I gave up my 
Office amongſt you. The Subject Matter is a 
moſt glaring Contradiction. In the third part 


of the Covenant you promiſe, © That you will 
* ſtrive together and contend for the Truths of 


* the Goſpel, as contained in the written word, 
* which is the Rule of Faith and Practice, and 
« the Purity of God's Ways and Ordinances,” 
Now I conſider Water Baptiſm when admini- 
ſtered to one that is born of God agreeably to 
the Command of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 


that it is adminiſtered according to Divine Ap- 
pointment. In the fourth part of the Covenant 
you promiſe, that you will give no Uneaſineſs 


* When called to preack on the Subject * Baptiſm, ot | 
to altminiſter that Ordination. 


thx 
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or Trouble to each other, or the Church, 
about the Subject or Mode of Baptiſm.” 


From hence I infer, that every one that ſigns 
your inconſiſtent Covenant *, ſigns an abſo- 
Jute falſity, take it in which point of view you 
pleaſe. As for ſprinkling or pouring a little 
Water on the Face of the helpleſs Babe, and 


calling that Baptiſm, muſt, in my view, make 


cauſe every Man of Senſibility to be covered 
with Shame. Could the weeping Babe forbid 
the ſolly of the thoughtleſs Prieſt, perſuaded 
Jam the reprehenſion would be ſevere. I 
aſſure you, Brethren, I cannot become your 


Teacher again in'a Church Relation, while 


ſuch an abſurd Covenant is mentioned amongſt 


TY am not partial to Covenants drawn up by Men for a 
Church of Chriſt. We have no warrant in all the New Teſ- 
tament for any thing of the kind. At the admiſſion of Mem- 
bers the grand ReguistiTE that is proper to be attended to 
is this, —** Is the Perſon born of God ? If ſo, the Soul is for 
ever ſafe within the Bond of that everlaſting Covenant, which 
is ordered in all things and ſure.” Ordered in all things for 


Jznovan's Glory, and the compleat Happineſs of his Peo- 


ple. 


you, 
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you, therefore it remaineth for you as a Church 


to act as you pleaſe, and my Wiſh to God is, 
that you may have his Directions. After the 


preceeding, the Church took into Con fidera- 


tion the nature of their Covenant Agreement, | 
and were convinced and aſhamed of its abſur- 


dity, upon WI ch they unantmouſly agreed ty 
expunge the Contr adiction, and agreed, that 
none but regenerated, baptiſed Believers tor 


the future ſhould be received into Communi- 
on among them as a Church. A little time after, 


MESSENGERS waited on me from the Church; 


intreating me to reſume my Office among 


them, which I acceeded to from a Principle of 
Love * believing chem to be a Company of 


regene- 


* I did not come, ackker have I continued with the 
Church at Red-Croſs-Street for any Temporal Advantage; 
it is well known, that my Income from them has been but 
mall. I therefore aver, that pure Regard for them in the 
Spirit, and Fellowſhip in the Goſpel has kept me amongſt 
them to this Day. I have had ſeveral Invitations from 
Churches of Reſpectability, in different Parts of the King. 
dom to come to them, whoſe ſupport would have been 


liberal, but I have never acceded to ſuch Invitations. co- 


vetouſneſ: 
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regenerated and converted People. After we 


ad been tolſed by a ComMMrssrONED TEM. 


PEST, the troubled Waters began to abate, 
and the Church had reſt. Many attended my 
Miniſtrations, and we had conſiderable addi- 


tions to the Church. Since I have been with 


the Church at Red: Crofs-Street, I have Baptiſ- 
ed one hundred and fifteen, on'a profeſſion of 
their Faith, and on their giving an account of 
their Regeneration and Converſion unto God. 
I have preached at Red-Croſs:-Street nearly 
13 years; when I became their Paſtor of that 
Church there were only twenty-one Members, 


vetoufneſs is a Plague which my old Adam was never tore 
mented with; Glory be unte God, he has given me a Na- 
ture which has not a Grain of ſelf in it, neither can the 


Duſt of Avarice lodge upon it. In this Nature he has given 


me a Heart to know him, in which he has engraved the 
precious, Law of Love, which, can never depart from him, 
When I came forth to preach the Goſpel, I ſupported my- 
elf and Family, for upwards of ſeven years, without any 
Confideration from any one, when I weot wholly into the 


Work I gave up a very lucrative Employment, fo that ſeif 


and by-ends, are Creatures that I have no Affinity to. 
beſides 
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beſides myſelf. Six of the Church died in a, 


few Months after I became their Miniſter, 
The Church at this time is about four times 
that number, There are only three in che 
Church at this time, that compoſed the Body. 
when I firſt came amongſt them. 
have come into that Church haye acknows 
ledged, that the Lord had made my Miniſtry, 
uſeful to them, not to Regenerate any of their, 
Souls, for generating Power is not in the word 


preached, I am fully convinced, that in Re- 


generation the Creature is wholly paſſive, and 
that the HoLY SPIRIT is the only AGENT; 
ſo chat whatever is produced by the Spirit of 
God in an ele& Soul, is Spiritual and Holy. 
I am alſo ſatisfied, that the Goſpel preached 


in its purity will be honoured by the Power of 


God in the Illumination and Converſion of- 

the Regenerate, ſo that they ſhall know the 

ſweetneſs of thoſe Words, 1 Theſſ. Chap i. 

v. 5. © For our Goſpel came not unto you in 

Word only, but alſo in Power, and in the 
Hoh, Gbolt, and in much Aſſurance.“ Every 
; | 9 Man 


All that 
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Man of real ſenſibility will candidly allow - 


ſhort Digreſſions in a NARRATIVE, I there 
fore avail myſelf of this Privilege. I have for 


a ſeries of years been partial to old Divinity, 


and this one thing I can ſay without Oſtenta- 


tion, that I have read more old Divinity than 


any Man that ever I met with. Some Au- 


thors I have read with a degree of pleaſure, | 
ſome I have read with pain, others with plea- 


ſure and pain. I have alſo been, partial to 
Natural Hiſtory, and have ſpent much time in 


that uſeful Study. 


1 had a ad. to . the Ea: 
Language, and had a ew for ſome time for 
a TuToR. I took much pains for above 
two years in hopes of Succeſs; but not hav- 
ing a proper knowledge of Grammar Learn- 
ing I dropt the deſign, and am content to 
lt down a LAYMAN at the Feet of Chriſt, 
but am ſtill deſirous to underſtand more of real 
Divinity, There is one thing more which 


my ſeelings forbid me to omit. I have gone. 


through greater Tribu'ations for a ſeries of 
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years than any one Chriſtian that I ever 
met with, and ſome of ſuch a cutting, com- 
plicated nature that I ſhall never communicate 
them, but for ever leave them with my SA. 
CRED KEEPER, even my REDEEMER, and 
my FRIEND. ED 


I have not mentioned the preceeding as a 
matter of Complaint, for I am really ſatisfied 
that my Covenant God wiſely alloted me a 
uſeſul Portion of Trials. I have therefore 
unfeigned delight in the God of my Salvation, 
who “performed the thing appointed for me.” 
Tob. Chap. xxiii. v. 14. He hath caſt the 


Lot for all his People.“ Iſa. Ch. xxxiv. v. 17. 


In all my Tribulations the Lord hath helped 
me to glory in che verity of his gracious Pro- 


miſes, which have been and ſtill are a full 


Conſolation. to my New Man. When I 
have paſſed through the waters of Affiic- 
tion and Sorrow, my Lord hath been with 
me, ſo that they have not overflowed me, 
Job. Chap. xxviii. v. 11. © He bindeth the 
floods from overflowing,” that is, from over- 
flowing my NEW NATURE, which is born of 

| God. 


ac 


the 


bet 
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God. When TI have walked through the fire, 
my New Man has not been burnt, neither 


hath the flame kindled upon me, Iſa. Ch. Ixtif. 


v. 2. Therefore as a new Creature i in Chriſt 
Jeſus, J have glorified the Lord in the fires, 

even the Name of the Lord God of I/rael, 
Ifa. Chap. xxiv. v. 15. I am therefore kappy 
in my Union with Chrift, knowing that nei- 
ther the fire of Devils; Sin, or wicked Men, 


with all their Malevolerice, will ever deſtroy 
me as a New 'TELXLOEES in CHAISE Ji. 
SUS, 


Alb" All my appointed Trials, Which 


have been made ufeful to me in this Houſe of. 


my Pilgrimage, that which * underwent on 
account of my Zeal in the Proteſfant Cauſe, 


has been productive of real good. I was then | 
helped by the Holy Spirit to * commit. my 
Cauſe unto God.” Job. Chap. v. v. 8. When 


the Merchandize of the Mor nHmnR of HAR- 


LO TS was TOLERATED: When ſhe who had 


been drunk with the Blood of Saints was 


ſmiled upon by Men in Power, and allowed 
K 2 
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to ſcatter the baneful Seed of | Error and Su- 
perſtition: When the CONCLAVE at RoME 
opened their PANDORA's Box, and ſent their 


curſed Wares, and peſtiferous Evils into the. 


Britiſh Iſles, there were a few of BRITAN- 


NIA's Sons who had drunk the ſweets of the 


Law of LiBERTyY, who were regenerated and 


converted Proteſtants, and well acquainted 
with the DiaBoLICAL PRINCIPLES of the 
„GREAT WHORE that ſitteth upon many 
Waters, who agreed to meet together for 
Converſation and Prayer, hoping that the 
Lord would appear for them and prevent the 
Inundation of Popery. Every Trial that I 1 
had on that account I know was appointed 
for me. The Men who poured forth their 
CALUMNY and INVECTIVEsS, from the Ma- 


levolence of their vile Nature, filled up the 


appointment of God for the Trial of my Faith 
and Patience, 


Jam, Rev. and dear Brother, 
' Yours in the Lord, 
M ATHE T E 8. 
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L'ETTER N 


Containing ſome of my Views of the important 
Doctrines of the precious Goſpel, and the 
Privileges of the Sai nts, 


Rev. SIR, 


E VER fince I have been called to open 

my mouth in the cauſe of Chriſt, I have 
been bleſſed with a willing mind to preach his 
glorious Goſpel in every place opened by 
Divine Providence. And I am ſatisfied that 
God has made uſe of me for his own Glory, | 
to collect together ſome of his Regenerated 
Children in five different parts of the King- 
dom; yet, not I, but the Wiſdom, Love, and 
Power of God, that have been with me. I 
have been a mean, in the Hand of God, of 
bringing his Golpel to Bow in Middleſex, 
and I do praiſe him for the eſtabliſhing his 


Kingdom in that place. 


Ever ſince I have preached, my Views, 


Aims, and Ends, (I can appeal to him) have 


K 3 been 
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| been with a ſingle Eye to his Glory. Through 


Grace, I have been a gainer by coming to 
Bow, not in Temporals, but in a further de- 


gree of Experimental Knowledge. God's 


Wiſdom and Love appointed me in that place 
another uſeful Cup of Bitters, being a part of 


my Covenant Portion. I am therefore com- 


fortably and confidently ſatisfied with every 
allotment appointed me by the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of my Father, who is in Heaven. 


During the time that ! have been the Ser- 


vant of the Church at Red-Crols-Street, they 


have tried and approved of two Gifis amongſt 
them, who are now in the Miniſtry, and ap- 
pear to have an Underſtanding given them in 
Divine Things, and Abilities for Uſefulneſs in 
the Lord's Vineyard. „„ | 


All the Members of the Church who have 
died while I have been their Teacher, have 
died comfortably in the Lord, and left a ſweet 
Teſtimony, that they were waſhed from their 
Sins in the BLOOD of the I. AMB. | 
| | An 
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An EXPERIMENTAL ILLUSTRATION of 


the new Nature, in the new Creature in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 


The new Nature m the Child of Cad is in- 


capable of Change, and of contracting Evil. 


It can never form a Coalition with our Adam 
Nature, becauſe it is inviolably one with Chriſt, 
and all the Regenerated Members of his myſ- 


tical Body. Sin and Satan, (who are in firi& 


affinity) may and will commence Hoſtilities 


againſt the pure in Heart, and compaſs our 


new Nature about like Gog and Magog (who 
will compaſs the Camp of the Saints, and the 
beloved City during Chriſt's thouſand Years 
reign, Rev. Ch. xx.) Every Man vitally united 
to Chriſt is bleſſed with a new and pure Heart, 
Ezek. Chap. xxxvi. v. 26. A new Heart alſo 


will I give you, Matth. Chap. v. ver. 8. 


Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, in which Heart 
only God is known, and is the only Heart 
that knows and e God in Chriſt, Jer: 


Chap. xxiv. v. 7. I will give them an Heart 


K 4 1 


n 
= 1 


2 — — 294 
EVER ES ooptoontRorzrr a7 


4s | I I, 


— 


. — es > 2 2 


— 2 _ 
— — —— 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[i 


— — — —ND— I — —ñ OTE —— es  OEPTEIIOES n 
— T 5 n — 2. 
— — — GC — — - — 5 


x36 LIFE or MATHETES. 


to know me, which Heart can never depart 
from God, Jer. Chap. xxiv. v. 40. I will put 
my Fear in their Hearts, ſo that they ſhall not 
turn away from me, Jer, Chap. iii. ver. 19. 
Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, and ſhalt not 
turn away from me, Jer, Chap. xxxi. v. gg. 
I will write my Law in their Hearts, that is, 
I will write my Law of Love in their new 
Hearts, in their new Man which is born again, 
not of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible, 
which liveth and abideth for ever, 1 Peter, 
Chap. i. v. 23. I therefore view the new 
Nature or confecrated Heart as impervious to 
Sin, for the ſinful Nature can no more wound 
the Principle of Divine Life in the Heaven- 
born Soul, then a material Sword can wound 
an Angel of God. Let it be obſerved, that it 
is Chriſt's Seed in the new Man, which is the 
Seed of eternal Life and Love! Truth and 
Grace! Joy and Peace! And this Seed re- 
maineth in him that 1s born of God; there- 
fore as a new Creature he ſinneth not, 1 John, 
Chap. iii. v. 9. Every Man in Chriſt Jefus 

| | | — 


«a * 8 
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is a fruitful Branch yielding Fruit to the Divine 
Lover! John, Chap. xv. ver. 8. Herein is 


my Father glorified, that ye bear much Fruit. 
The piercing crooked Serpent of Hell, that 
twines around the Vitals of the carnal Heart, 
can never pierce or faſten on our holy Nature, 


neither can the corroding Vermin of our baſe 


Nature prove injurious to our new Nature. 


The humble Followers of Jeſus who follow 
him as new Creatures, are ſpoken of under 


the Appellation of PLAN TS of his Father's 


| : right planting, as ſuch they never can be im- 


peded in their growth. They know no blight- 
ing Winds nor corrupting Milldews. It is 
not the Heat of Temptation, nor Perſecution, 
that can ever change their glorious Beauty, 
for Chriſt has put his own Beauty on them; 
and as the Lord of the Vineyard, he hath ſaid 
for our ſtrong Conſolation, that he will watch 


over his Plantation both Day and Night, and 
water it every Moment, Iſa. Ch. xxvii. v. g. 


Now I conſider the Heart of the new Crea- 
ture to be the Throne of Chriſt, on which he 
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fits and rules every Motion, Zech. Chap. vi. 
ver. 13. And he ſhall ſit and rule upon his 
Throne. Further, the ſalutary Waters of Life, 
Love and Grace, dwell in our new Nature as 
a Fountain, ſending forth, under ſuper-natural 
Influence, unwearied Praiſes of the ETERNAL 
THREE. Chriſt once ſaid to a ſinful Woman 
whom he had regenerated, W hoſoever drink- 
eth of the Water that 1 ſhall give ſhall never 
thirſt, but the Water that I ſhall give, ſhall be 
in the new Creature as aWell of Water ſpring- 
ing up unto everlaſting Life, John, Chap iv. 
ver. 14. Now as all the Springs of the new 
Creature are in Chriſt, (who 1s his Life) Honey 
and Milk are under his Tongue in his fpiri- 
tual Converſation amongſt the Saints. The 
Recipients of Grace are called Trees of Right- 
eouſneſs, which are known by their Fruits- 
| Our INFALLIBLE TEACHER has told us? 
| that a good Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, 
as every Student in Nature, or Divinity, will 
demonſtrate. | 
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The deepeſt Engravings on the moſt dura- 


ble Stone will in time be obliterated, but the 
engraving of the Law of Love in our new 
Nature can never decay, becauſe our new Na- 
ture is the Life and Love of God our Saviour, 


Now Sin ſhall never have dominion. over our 
new Nature; bounds are put to Sin and Satan, 
God hath ſaid to both, here ſhall ye come but 
no farther ; here ſhall your proud Waves be 
ſtaid. Sin may rage, and Satan may roar, - 


but they cannot hurt the Heart which is given 
up to God. And let me obſerve by the way, 
that it is not our old vile Heart that God calls 
for, but our new Heart, that is, the Heart of 
the new Man which is born of God, the Heart 
of a Son, and not of a Slave. The mighty 
Ocean may rage and roar, her Waves may 
break and daſh againſt the Shore, but the Pa- 
rent of Nature has bound her as with ſwadling 
bands, that the Creature Sea ſhall not de- 
ſtroy God's Creature Earth. So our old Adam 
Nature is bound by the Hand of God; as is 
alſo the Fury of the OPPRESSER. 


Now 
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| Now all Religion, which is ſpiritual and un- 
de filed, centres, in the new Creature; the new _ 


Creature from our old Adam-nature never 
was, neither ever will be united to Chriſt. 
The two Natures, are wholly diſtin& and in- 


dependent on each other. Itis abſolutely im- 
poſſible for them to form a Coalition. The 


Notion that the Nature is a compound is an 


Evidence of groſs Ignorance in experimen. 


tal Knowledge. Our new Man is like the 
Babe in the Mother's Arms; the Mother of 
the Child carries her Babe up and down ac- 
cording to her own pleaſure. The Child is 
cloathed and fed, dreſſed and undreſſed ; de. 
fended alſo from a principle of Love, which 
being manifeſted to the Child gives the Child 
ſweet Senſations. Thus doth the Lord deal 


with the Objects of his Love in Chriſt Jeſus, - 
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The MorRAL LAw is no Rule gef. 
LIT E to @ regenerated VESSEL of MERCY. 


Tu are many in our Day who call 
themſelves Goſpel- Preachers, who come 
under Paul's Deſcription, 1 Tim. Ch. i. v. 7. 
_ « Deſiring to be Teachers of the Law, under- 
landing neither what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm.” Now ſaith Paul | (as a wiſe Di- 
vine, 1 Tim. Chap. i. v. 8.) But we know 
that the Law is good if a Man uſe it lawfully.” 
To ſpeak of the Moral Law being a rule of 
| ſpiritual Life to a regenerated Man, is ufing 
the Law unlawfully, becauſe it is ſetting it 
above the Law of Chriſt. Chriſt's Law is a 
Law of Love! of Life and Liberty! in which 
the new Creature in Chriſt Jeſus rejoiceth, 
Rom. Chap. vii. v. 22. For I delight in 
the the Law of God aſter the inward Man.” 
And love it in Deed, and in Truth.” 1 Ioha, 
Ch. iii. v. 18. © Every one therefore that 
loveth is born of God,” 1 John, Ch. iv. v. 7. 
The new Creature dwelleth in Love, that is 
in God, and God in him, 1 John, Chap. iv. 


v. 16. 
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v. 16, Hence it appears, that love to God in 
Chriſt Jeſus is the ſpring of Vital Godlineſs, 
and of all Evangelical Obedience. The pre- 
ceeding Law is therefore the unerring Rule of 
Spirituality to the Child of God. Love is 
the true Spring of all ſpiritual Worſhip and 
Delight in God; hence the Obedience of 
Love may be ſaid to be the Obedience of 
Faith, which 1 conſider to be a filial Confidence 
in the perpetuity of IEHOVAUH'sLovEI The 
Moral Law is an unerring Rule for our moral 
Conduct in all focial and relative Duties; 
from hence I infer, that an impartial and ha- 
bitual adherence unto its Precepts and Repre- 
henſions is © ufing the Law lawſully.” The 
Law was a Rule of Life to the Man CHRI57 
Jesus, it's Commandments were exceeding 
broad, reaching to the Thoughts and Inten- 
tions of the Heart and Mind. Now Chriſt 
| was made under the Law, and ſtood in the 
Law-Place of his inſolvent Spouſe, and went 
to the end of the Law with a willing Mind, 
in all * doing the Will of God on 
Earth, 
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Earth, which had been done in Counſel and 
Covenant before the World began. Now in 


the commenſurate Obedience, and conſum- 
mate Sacrifice which Chriſt offered once for 


the Tranſgreſſions of his Spouſe on the ig- 


nominious Croſs my ranſomed Soul lives 
and glories. I do therefore, with exuberant 
Joy, draw the following Concluſion from 
the preceeding (viz.) that the incomparably 
illuſtrious Bx1vEGROOM's LIFE is the Pat- 


tern and Rule for the Life of the beloved 


BRIDE, ſo that ſhe is not without Law, but 
in the Law of Love, and under the Law of 
Love to her -Saviour and her Lord. Now 
if the preceeding be ANTINOMIANISM, 1 
glory in the PRINCIPLE, and Fejojre in the 
APPELLATION. 


JUSTIFICATION. 


In the Oeconomy of the Salvation of the 


Spouſe of Chriſt it appears, that ſhe was loved 


with an everlaſting Love, in which love the 


was ordained unto UNION with the Lord 


Jeſus 


* 6 Oo 
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Jeſus Chriſt, and bleſſed with all ſpiritual 


Bleſſings in him. Chriſt bound her up in his | ; 
Life and Love, for his Delights were with 
her, therefore in him, as her BELOVED 5 
BRI DECROOM, I view her accepted and em- 2 
braced in the Arms of his eternal Friendſhip. : 
In this INVIOLABLE and INDISSOLUBLE F 
Union, I view my PERMANENT JUSTIF1- 8 
CATION, which through the Power of the 7 
Holy Ghoſt has been made maniſes to = "2 
Soul. | 1 


"I knowledge of my being fully gud vi- f 
tally united to my Lord and Saviour has 
brought Peace into my Soul. As a redeemed ( 
Child, I can ſay, in the Lord I have Righteouſ- 0 
neſs! In his Righteouſneſs I know I am ex- f 

£ 

t 

\ 

| 

( 


4 


alted, and, as one of his ſpiritual Seed, I can 
glory in being juſtified! and being juſtified 
freely! 1 ſee that Chriſt has wrought out, 
and brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
and that his being juſtified in the Spirit in the 
righteous Accompliſhment of that arduous 
and momentous Work is my JUSTIFICA- 
TION. 
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ION. I ſee that the Lord is well pleaſed for 
his Righteouſneſs Sake to magnify, the Law, 
and make it honourable, in order. that my 
ranſomed Soul might ſing aloud of his Rake, 
eouſneſs with Joy unſpeakable, and full of 
of Glory, and with holy Magnanumity ſay with 
Paul, Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charge 
of God's Ele&? It is God that juſtifieth. I 
do know to the unbounded Joy of my Heart, 
that God did in the Day of his fierce Anger | 
lay all my Sins to the Charge of Cunisx his 


firſt ELECT, that Juſtice might never bring 


any Charge againſt me as one of his Ele& 
Children. Many things have been laid to the 
Charge of God's Elect Family, by the pro- 
feſſing World; for Profeſſors, who are ſtran- 
gers to a new Nature, of all Characters under 
the Heavens, are the moſt cruel, and male- 
volent in their IN VECTIVES. Satan alſo 
brings Charges againſt” God's Elett, but then 
God has told us for our ſtrong Conſolation, 
Ia. Chap. liv. ver. 17. No weapon that is 
formed 9 thee ſhall * and every 
ä tongue 
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tongue that (hall riſe againſt thee in Judgment 
thou ſhalt condemn. This is the heritage of 
the Servatits of the Lord, and their Righteouſ- 


neſs is of me faith the Lord. 


On FAITH. 


With pleaſure 1 have averred, that 1 | 
Religion which ſprings from the Love of 
Chriſt, (ſhed abroad in the new Heart by the 


Holy Spirit) centres in the Love and Life of the 


precious Redeemer. I am alſo ſatisfied, that 
it is in the Heart of Chriſt that God meets 
with his Children, and holds Communion 5 


with them. 


Now I conſider a Veſſel of Mercy to be the 
moſt curious MACHINE that ever God made, 
on account of its being the only Nature in 
Union with the Son of Gop. I Iikewiſe 
view every Man born of the Spirit, as having 
all the Graces of the Spirit in his new Nature, 


= Oy incapable of. putting any of them 
| into 


n 


into motion. Regeneration and Converſion | 


unto God do not bring the Recipient into 
an independent State, but bring him to have a 
ſanctified view of his being every moment de- 
pendent on the GRACE and Pow of Omni- 


potence. The celebrated Sentiment to which 


many in puplie OCbaradter are. ſq. partial, 


(viz.) that of exhorting the Subjects of Grace 


to act Faith on Chriſt, and the Promiſes in 


him, I pronounce in the Spirit of the Goſpel _ 
to be Heterodox and fallacious, and an in- 


ſult to the Wiſdom of Jeſus, Who has ſaid, 


Without me ye cannot do nothing, John, 
Chap. xv. ver. 5. Faith is a Gift ſrom the 


aſcended Saviour, it is conveyed into the re- 
deemed Soul by. the Holy Spirit in che work 


of Regeneration, conſequently being a ſuper- 


natural Bleſſing can only aft and move under 
ſupernatural Influence, True Faith. has all 


her ſprings in the Life and Love of God; 


hence we find the Church. ſaxing. Pſ. lxxxvii. 


ver. 7. © All my Springs are in theę“ Jt 


is the Privilege of Saints to wait for the times 
L 2 of 
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of refreſhing from the Preſence of the Lord. 


The fineſt failing Veſſel on the Ocean may 
be becalmed. Real Seamen well underſtand 


the Nature of a dead Calm. However curi- 


ouſly a Veſſel may be conſtructed, tho” it be 
rigged in the moſt maſterly Manner, and her 
Mariners the greateſt Navigators and profici- 
ents in the Art of ſailing, yet they can do no- 
thing without a Breeze. If the Captain of a 
becalmed Veſſel ſhould begin to Storm, and laſh 
the valuable Sons of Neptune, on account of 
the Calm, they would all agree to a Man, that 


their Commander was an 7d:ot, or taken in a fit 


olf Phrenzy. And is it not a greater Indica- 
tion of a diſtempered Underſtanding amongſt 
many who call themſelves Goſpel-Preachers 
in exhorting the Subjects of Grace to act Faith, 
and to have greater Confidence in God ? when 
it is obvious to Men of true, ſpiritual Know- 
ledge, that it is the alone Work of the Holy 
Spirit to-enable Heaven-born Children to be- 
| Heve, Love, and Delight in God, 


Y 70D 5 ON 


fir 
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the 
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On SANCTIFICATION. 


The true Nature of Goſpel Sandlification 
appears to me to be but little underſtood in 


the preſent Day, Many Volumes have been 


written on the Subject, and much has been, 


ſaid on the Matter in public Miniſtrations; 


but inſtead of elucidating the Doctrine, they 
appear to me to have darkened Counſel with 
Words without Wiſdom, and in this Point of 
View have much reſembled the Language of 
the Babel-builders, The Sentiment of many 
is, that Man is gradually to be reſtored to that 
State which our fæderal Parents were in, in 
the Garden of Eden, prior to their becoming 
ſinful. But this Idea reſembles Egyptian 

darkneſs, for if redeemed. Men were only 
to be brought into the ſame State that our 
fxderal Parents were in the Garden of Eden, 
they will be but in a poor ſituation, for in that 


State they neither knew good nor evil. God 
made them mutable Creatures, conſequently 


they filled up the Appointments and Prede- 
E77 
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terminations of God in the Order of their | 
Tranſgreſſions. Whatever their Nature- image 
might be prior to their Sin I cannot aſlirm; 
however this Truth is obvious, that when' they 
knew their Evil, and ſaw their Nakedneſs, 
they were both aſhamed, and God cloathed 
them with Skins. That they never had any 
1 piritual or eternal Life imparted to them prior 
to their Sin muſt be acknowledged by all 
Men under divine Illuminations, for ſuch Men 
are bleſſed with ſpiritual Perception, and the 
Exerciſe of deliberate Thought. The abſurd 


Idea of the Elect Spouſe having ſpiritual and 
eternal Liſe given in Adam % muſt of neceſ- 


* Some Tzxacurns or Aurnons have averred, that 
there was no Covenant entered into till after the, Traaſ- 
- greſſion of our federal Parents, They allow that there 
were Covenant Intentions in the Breaſt of Jznovan, that 
in Caſe the new-created Pair ſhould not anſwer his Inten- 
tion, a Covenant Love and Mercy ſhould immediately take 
Place for the Salvation of poor Sinners. The preceeding 
Principle is a moſt horrid one, becauſe it repreſents God 
to have been diſconcerted in his Plan. A difappointed 
God is not the God of the Veſſel of Mercy, for what his 
Wiſdom and Love have predetermined his Almighty Arm 
of Power will perform, 


ſity 
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ir ſity plunge the ASSERTOR into a Labyrinth 


ze ol inextricableDifficulties, It muſt be acknow- 
i; | Hedged, that ſpiritual Life is the Life of God, 
ey conſequently muſt be eternal. Now to ſup- 
s, poſe, that a mutable Creature had a Power. 
d to kill the Life of God, or extirpate eternal 
iy Life out of his Soul is a Sentiment too horrid; 
or to be viewed, but with the greateſt Indigna- 
ll tion; hence I infer, that the Bride of Chriſt 
en could never loſe that Which was never given 
de her in her fæderal Head, therefore the notion 
rd of Sanctification being the Reſtoration of Man 
14 to his prime val State is in mx view as con- 
trary to Goſpel- San& fication as for an Aro. 


nomer to aſſert, that a Meteor is the Morning 
Star. Others have aſſerted, that SanQtifica- 
tion is the Renovation of our vile Nature, 
when it is obvious to every ſpiritual Man, 
that his old Adam has never paſſed under a 
Change, but is the ſame. old Body of Sin and 
Death as what it was prior to the Man's being 
born again. Many in their Conceptions about 
deten have averred, that the Cor- 
| OY rnuptions 
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ruptions of our ſinful Nature are to be gra- 
duatly done away by Purgation, ſo that what 
Medicine is to a natural Body, the Power of 
God is to the old Adam. They think that their 
old Eſau is to be brought into a decline by the 
Power of Grace, and that he will undergo the 
Operation of Amputation; in ſhort, ſome 
think and teach, that their old Nature 1s gra- 
dually to be made better. Many Portions of 
the Divine Word have been introduced in 
order to ſupport the preceeding Idea reſpecting 
the Sanctification of Believers, but the Paſſages 
in my view have all been miſconſtrued, ane 
the true Nature of real Sanctification not pro- 
| perly underſtood according to Goſpel Intelli- 
N and experimental Divinity. 


Now I conſider, that every Veſſel of Ho- 
nour is as compleatly ſanRified in Chriſt, as 
he is compleatly juſtified, 1 Cor. Chap. vi. 
ver. 11. But ye are ſanQlified.” Jude 1. 
« Sanftified by God the Father: and preſerv- 
ed in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom they are ſancti. 

„ hed.” 
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fied. 1 Cor. Chap. i. ver. 2. SanQified fa 


Chriſt Jeſus.” Now he that ſanctifieth, and 


they who are ſandtified are all of one.“ Heb. 


Chap. ii ver. 11. So that a true Diſciple, 


who is bleſſed with a view of his eternal Union 


with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, never wiſhes to 
be more holy, more beautiful, or fair, then . 


what he is in Chriſt, for Chriſt has ſaid to 
every Child of his, Thou art my love, and 
my fair one.“ Song, Chap. ii. ver. 2. Now 
che regenerated Recipients: of Grace ſee 


that Chriſt is made unto them Sandtifica- 


tion, 1 Cor. i. v. 30. They likewiſe know 
that their Sanctification is the will of God, 
1 Theſſ. Chap. iv. ver. 3. And as new Crea- 


tures they rejoice in that they are ſanctified 


through the Truth, John, Chap. xvii. v. 17. 


And as ſuch they * {anflify the Lord God in 


their Hearts.” 1 Pet. Chap. iii. v. 15. —Let 


us now conſider the Nature of a growth in 


SanRification. Now 1t appeareth to me, that 


the holy Principle, or ſpotleſs Nature which 
is brought into the Soul of the Vellel of Mercy 


x: 
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in Regeneration is incapable of being more 
holy than what it truly is, therefore the growth 

in Sanctification is not in the purity of the 
new Nature, but in ſpiritual Perception under 
the Teachings of the Holy Spirit. Chriſt's 
human Nature was as Holy in the Virgin's 
Womb as on the Croſs. His human Nature be. 
ing a holy Thing was incapable of being more 
ſo. And yet it is ſaid, that Chriſt grew ſtrong 
in Spirit, and that he was filled with Wiſdom, 
and the Grace of God was upon him, Luke, 
Chap. ii. v. 40. And Jeſus increaſed in 
Wiſdom, ” ver. 52. Now'the Bride of Chriſt 
is compleat in her Lord, Col. Ch. ii. ver. 10. 
„Je are compleat in him.“ And in being 
perfect in him ſhe ſtands compleat in all the 
will of God, Col. Chap. iv. ver. 12. that is 
Union with Jefus, whoſe Obedience was the 
perfect will of God. Hence it appears, that 
all the growth of a Heaven-born Soul is in 
Wiſdom, Knowledge and Faith. It was Paul's 
Prayer ſor the Epheftans, that God would give 
them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, 


in 


Fw op. LES 
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in the Knowledge of Chriſt, that they might 


know the Hope of his Calling, Eph. Chap. i. 
ver. 17. And that they might grow up into 


him in all Things, in order to ſee their Per- 


fection in him; for this was. Paul's earneſt 


_ wiſh, that he might be helped by his Letters 


and Miniſtry to preſent every Man, (that is 
every regenerated Man) perſect in Chriſt Je- 


ſus, Cot. Ch. i. v. 28. I therefore conſider, 
that a true Believer in Jeſus is as much ſanc- 


tified, and as holy in Chriſt, reſpecting his 
new Nature, as ever he will be. Here my 
ranſomed and regenerated Soul beholds all 
her meetneſs, and fitneſs for God and ulti- 


mate Glory, in my inſeperable Union with 


Chriſt who is my Liſe and Salvation. Chriſt's 


| finiſhed Work is my Sabbath of never. fading 


Pleaſures, and my reſt and eternal Joy. 


INFERENCES from the — Doc- 


TRINES. Many Teachers and Profeſſors who 


have imagined themſelves to be wiſe in The- 
ological Matters have drawn the moſt vile In- 
ſerences | 
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ferences from the Holy Doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel which, appear to me to be a blaſphemous | 
Inſult to the Wiſdom of God. Thoſe who 
are led by the Spirit to a view of Intereſt 
in the . preceeding glorious Truths of the 

Goſpel will draw righteous Inferences from 
righteous Principles implanted in their new 

Nature. Can a Man, who feels that God has 
given him a Nature and an Heart to love 
him, and has a ſatisfaQtory view, that God has 
loved him with an everlaſting love delight in 
Sin? Can a ranſomed Soul, that feels itſelf 
united to Chriſt, and waſhed from all Sins 
his Blood, take pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs? 
Can that Breaſt, which 1s conſecrated unto 


God, and feels the Bleſſing of eternal Life in 


Jeſus, ſay, I will Sin that Grace may abound ? 
No, there is a God forbid written in his new 
Nature. A view of his being ſreely loved! 
freely choſen! and freely juſtified in Jeſus, 
with an everlaſting Salvation fills his new heart 
with unbounded Gratitude, and Songs of praiſe 
to the eternal Lover! The BRIDE of Chriſt 

is 


LIFE or MATHETES. 1z7 
is all glorious within, her ſanctiſied Affections : 
are the PRESENCE CHAMBER of her faithful 
Lover. The Communications and Manifeſta- 
tions of her Saviour's Love ſweetly conſtrain 
her to cleave to him, with all the Power of 
her new Nature. The ſporting Dolphin can 
ſooner leave her watry Bed, and make her 
| abode in the fertile Mead! — The feathered 
Songſter quit the rural Grove, and warble her 
Notes on the rolling Surges of the deep! than 
the Bride of Chriſt abdicate the Boſom of 
her glorious and ILLUSTRIOUS BRIDE- 
GROOM, | rr 


I am, 

Rev: Sir, ours 
in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
__ MATHETES. 


on — — —— — 2 — An — — — 2 — — — — * — — q — 
. AA — TIT. 77 ALBERT, 7 2 © ZH. . Dr r i rr — — — 
— — a n — — — —— 1 LE - — 8 » TI, I: * YE 3 1 —— 5 N . 
£ — — — — SE = < K 2 . 
* — RSS nar Dee - en =) — — — — —ᷣ— 5 — 2 — 
- 


—— 
_ — 1 


Su <a cy... 6 
Bo We Ln ng 


258 LIFE or MATHETES. 
DETTER; XK. 


Containing my Diſapprobation and Te efimony 
againſt the unſound and inconſiſtent Method 


7 what ig called Gofpel-Preaching ; ; 4 alſo my 
ws how Chriſt i 25 to be previ 


RE v. Sin, 


I ke already made a DiſtinQion between 


Duty and Privilege, in the preceeding 
Letter. The Ohedience of a Goſpel Phari- 
fee is only the Obedience of a Slaye, but the 


Obedience of a Child of God is ths ſweet 


Obedience of Love. 


The new Creature in Chriſt has Bread to 


eat, which the unregenerate Profeſſor knows 


nothing of, conſequently a Stranger to Goſpel 
Privileges, becauſe they can _ be enjoyed 
by - * 


PRAYER is a Privilege only known to the 
Veſſels of Mercy. They are bleſſed with the 
Holy 


r 
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Holy Spirit; he abides in their new Nature, 
and helps them by his powerſul and irreſiſti- 
ble Influence in their Holy Aſpirations untq 


God. * | 
Con 


#'It is dbvfoud t tie, dit wh babe bb Ebi en 
us by the Lord to uſe any form of Prayer: attending to 4 
dry (inconſiſtent) Form af Words is in my view unſcrip- 
tural, and I think ſinful. Can it be ſuppoſed, that any NV 
of real Spirituality under the Exerciſe of deliberate Thought 
can affirm, that the eternal God is delighted with a Form of 
| Words? Can any Man of fpiritual Senſibility indulge the des 
of the Holy Spirit of God putting himſelf into the TRAM- 
M21s of human Inventions from one Year to another ? The 
| thought to me is horrid, becauſe it appears to me to þe an 
Affront to the WI sou of Gop and to the Hot Gnosr. 
A Servant of Chriſt, in whom the Spirit dwelt with Power 
has told us, Rom. Chap. viii. ver. 26. That we know not 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought; but as the Spirit him- 
felf maketh Interceſſion for us with Groanings which can- 
not be uttered. —The Idea of that Prayer, which our Lord 
taught his Diſciples; being intended as 2 Directory for Prayer, 
or as a Form to be uſed in the Goſpel Church, is a Notion 
that has ſprung from Darkneſs, and not from Divine Illu- 
mination. That Prayer was taught the Di/ciples under a 
Law Diſpenſation, the Subſtance of which appears in two 
Points of view (via.) a removal of the Lzoat and uſhering 


in 
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© COMMUNION and Fellowſhip with God 
the Father in Chriſt Jeſus are a Privilege 
in which all the en ol Grace Korp s and 


rejoice. "SE 7 


MEDITATION is the delight of the new 
Man; it is his new Birth Privilege to con- 
template all the ATTRIBUTES and PER- 
FECTIONS of Jenovan, which ſhine forth 
with unbounded Glory, in the Oeconomy of 
a Sinner's Salvation. 1 in the, Perſon of Chriſt 
1 e 


4 EW 7 and pleaſurable Submiſſion. to 
the W1LL of GoD, under all Providential 
Appointments, is another Privilege that the 

Subjects of Grace are bleſſed with, for as ne- 
Creatures they have learned in whatſoever 
State they are in to be content, Phil. Ch. iv. 
ver. 11. | | h 
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in of the Goſpel ; ſo that the Will of God which was done 
in Heaven, might be done on Earth, by Chriſt their Lord, 
who ** & Lo, I come to do thy Will, ” Heb. Ch. x. v. g. 
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IVR ION over Sin is the ſpiritaal Births | 
right of every new'Creature in , Chriſt Jeſus; 


Rom. Chap. vi. ver. 24. Sin ſhall not have 


Dominion over you. The Reaſons ate ob- 


_ vious, becauſe. we are not under the Law; 


but under Grace, and are likewife made free 
from Sin, and /are-become Servants to God; 
and have our Fruit unto Holineſs! thè end of 
which is Ing LiF, Rem ne vi. 


PAN as, © $1: 21: 


1 1 of Jefus: are made ſpiritual; 
conſequently are ſpiritually minded, which it 
Life and Peace. They have alſo the Privilege 


of knowing that they | are etucified to the 
World, and the World crucifted untò tem 
likewiſe, that the Life, which they live ad new 
Creatures; is by chile Faith ms e ae: of 


the Son of God. 


Tzvs Disciviss of Chrif Habs the Bri 
vilege of Idving what God loves, and katiiig 


WP he hates. Now God loves the Lord fe- 


XI fus 


N . 1 , 
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ſus Chriſt, as the brightneſs of his Glory, ind 


as his Fellow, and as the precious Son of his 
Love! The new Creature loves the Redeemer 
of his Soul with a ſuperlative Love, even with 
a love of DELIOH Ts, and is conſtrained to ſay, 
yea, he is altogether lovely, this is my Be- 
loved, and this is my Friend, Song, Chap. v. 
ver. 16. — Now God reſteth in his Love, 
Zeph.Ch. iii. v. 17. That is in CHRIST JESUS, 
who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in a way of 
Obedience in the Law-Place of his Children. 
So the Heaven-born Veſſels of Mercy reſt 
from their legal Strivings and find reſt in 
the Lord Jeſus, whoſe finiſhed Work is the 
Sabbath of an eternal Jubilee to their Ranſom- 
ed Souls. God hates Sin in all its forms, and 
delights in Purity; yet hath he appointed 
and decreed the only Thing that he hates to 
bring about that which he loved. So Chriſt's 
Saints loath Sin and love Purity, yet admire 
God's wiſe Appointments, and anticipate with 
Joy the FINAL IsSUE of all JeHovan's 


SQVEREIGN PREDETERMINATIONS. 
That 
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That which ma ny call Goſpel-Preacki gion abr 
ed as FALLACIOUS and UNSCRIPTURAL. . 


FF ERS py Salvation and Overtures of 


Mercy are the weak or wicked Inven- 
tions of un ſound Teachers. To bring Chriſt 


to Market 1s, in my view, an Indication, that 
the Teacher ſtands in need of being taught. 


| Tt is the higheſt degree of Ignorance to ſup- 
poſe, that God has given his Chriſt, and that 


Salvation is to be offered at nds by finite 
Creatures. But, © ſay they, he is offered in the 
Goſpel. he Men who are bleſſed with ſpi- 
ritual Sight, cannot find any thing of the kind 
in all the Seriptures, but the Offering Mini- 
ſters imagine they ſee it almoſt in every Page. 


It is no part of a Miniſter's Commiſſion to tan= 


talize poor Sinners by telling them, that Chriſt 
is offered to them in the Goſpel, when it is ob- 
vious from Chriſt's own Words, that he neither 
prayed, nor died for the Non-ele& World. But 
with reſpe& to his own Children, he is God's 


free Donation to them, a ſight of which made 


M 2 Paul 
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Pail ſay, Thanks be unto God: fot the 1 une. 


ſpeakable Gift. 


Exhorting the Subjects of * to wy t to 
get further into the Love of God is an ablur- 
dity bred in Ignorance, and in fact is a ſpe- 
cies of Popery. The BRIDE of Chriſt can 
never be more in his Love then what ſhe 
is. She was in the favour of God before the 
World began, and bound up in the Bride- 
groom's Heart, and bleſſed with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in bim. I therefore view with un- 
ſpeakable, Felicity the permanent Love of 
God towards his choſen. This Love can ad- 


mit of no degrees 1 in the Breaſt of JEHOVAH, 
but in the regenerated Veſſels of Honour their 


Love to him ebbs and flows, but this wholly 
depends on the ſovereign and benign Influence 
ke 4 Holy Spirit. It. i IS therefore one of the 


Privileges of the Saints to wait for the times 


of refreſhing from the Lord, promiſed. in his 
precious Goſpel, 55 ling Hill, ft Y Aandiag Hill, . 
and being till.“ is Language well known 10 
the Spouſe of Chriſt; hence all her movings 


of Love to her Lord and n depend on 


the Spirit s Operations. 


CuntsT's 


* 
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Tun n GospEI is only to be PREACH- 
ED to REGENERATED CHILDREN. Thoſe 
are the Creatures mentioned, Mark, Ch. xvi. 


ver. 13. And Jeſus ſaid unto his D:/erples, 


go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every Creature.” The Diſciples in their 
Miniſtrations were to tread in the Footſteps of 


their Lord, viz. to preach good Tidings unto 


the Poor, and unto the Broken-hearted, Deli- 
verance to the Captives, and recovering of 


Sight to the Blind, to ſet at liberty them that 


are bruiſed, and to preach the acceptable Year 
of the Lord.” Luke, Chap. iv. ver. 18, 19. 
The GosPErL FEAST was not provided for 


"SWINE and Docs , but for We 


* Toexhort Sod Men to riſe from their Graves to per- 


form the Work of the living would be juſtiy conſtrued an 


Act of Inſanity; but is it not a greater Indication, of a 


diſtempered Underſtanding to exhort dead Sinners to pray 


that they may be Regenerated ? It is obvious, that its pre- 


| ceeding 4 is diametrically againſt the Language of Junovan, 


Prov, Chap. xv. ver. 26, T he thoughts of the wicked are 
an Abomination to the Lord, ver. 8. The way of the 
wicked is an Abomination unto the Lord. And his 5 


1 an Abomination to the Lord, Prov. Ch. xxviii. v. 9. 


Matth. 
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Matth. Ch. vii. ver. 6. Give not that which 
is holy unto Dogs, neither caſt ye your 
Pearls beſore Swine. The Generation of 
Vipers ſhall never partake of the Childrens 
Meat,“ Matth. Chap. iii. ver. 7. The Idea 
therefore that the Goſpel is to be preached to 
all without Diſcrimination, I REPROBATE, 
as a fallacious Sentiment. I therefore think, 
that all who attend to ſuch a Chriſt diſhonor- 
ing Conduct in their Preaching abuſe his Goſ- 
pel. © And who hath required this at their 
Hands?“ Iſa. Chap. i. ver. 12. 


Die REGENERATION and CONVERSION' 


of God's Children cannot be PROCRAST1- 
_ NATED. | : 


HEN I have heard Preachers read, 
and talk amongſt their People about 
the awful Evil of Procraſtinating their Salva- 
tion, and how dangerous it is to negle& the 
Grace offered them in the Goſpel, and 
how tremendous - to refuſe the great Salvati- 
on, which they aſſert is offered to' all Men 
in 
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in the Goſpel, it has given me the moſt pain- 
ful Senſations. Again, when I have heard 
them affirm, that all rational Creatures are 
Probationers for Eternity, and that time is 
ſhort, and that there is much work to be done, 
and that it's a hard thing to be a Chriſtian; I 
have been conſtrained to ſay, ſurely theſe 
Teachers have never been at Jericho. Fur- 
ther, when I have heard them cry and ſtorm 
with ſuchVehemency (as if God's Power were 
to be brought down by bodily Exertions) in- 
treating their Followers to try to get an Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, and exhorting them to pray that 
they might be put into God's Covenant, and 
accepted in the Beloved, before it be too late, 
I have thus concluded, © Theſe Men are not 
able to teach others.” 2 Tim. Chap. ii. v. 2. 
Tit. Chap. i. v. 11. Teaching things which 
they ought not.” God's dear Children ſhall 
all be called according to Covenant appoint- 
ments, Pal. cx. ver. g. Thy People ſhall 
be willing in the Day of thy Power, and unto 
them it is given to know the Myſteries of the 


Kingdom of Heaven,” Matth, Ch. xiii. v v. 11. 
| Cnxisr 
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CHRIST ig to be EXALTED in Preaching the 


. 


\ +GOS8PEL of the KINC DOI. 


HE Eternal Divinity of IEHOvAR 
JEsvs, is conſtantly to be ſet forth ; his 


Glory alſo as God and Man, in one Chriſt. He 


is to be preached as the Fruit of the FATHER's 
LOVE. Diſtinctions are to be made when he is 
ſpoken of as God! as Man! and Mediator! The 


whole Obedience of Chriſt is to be preached 
both AcrIvE and PassIVE. The Oblivion 


of the Sins of all the Ele& World by the Sa. 
CRIFICE and DEATH of CHRIST. Remil- 
ſion of all Sins through the Blood of his Croſs, 
All the Dottrines of the precious Goſpel are 


to be preached in the moſt comprehenſive 


Way and Manner, according to the Nature of 


the Covenant of Grace, The glorious Ope- 
rations of the Almighty Spirit are to be main- 
tained in the higheſt Senſe ! Every Character 
of Chriſt ſpoken of according to their glorious 
Signification. The Miniſtrations of Chrilt, 
1 his bleſſed Example! The Plenitude of 


hrs 


LIFE or MATHETES. 16g 
x his i The Faithſulneſs and UN- 
SEARCHABLE RICHES of CurisT! The 
| glorious and powerful INTERCESSION of 
 Cax1sT! with every Holy. InsTITUTION 


and APPOINTMENT for his Covenant Chil- 
dren. „ 


bY kave been under the Neceſſity i contract- 
ing this latter Part, not being willing to go be- 
vyond the Bounds of my firſt Deſign. The 
Turnus contained in the preceeding NaR- 
RATIVE have been taught me by the Holux 
SpiRIT which are now the Conſolation of my 
Redeemed Soul. I now feel a full Confi- 
dence in the Faithfulneſs of my Covenant- God, 
who has promiſed me, that his Spirit ſhall lead 
and guide me into all Truth. I know that 5 
have been taught by him, as one of Zion's 
Children, and great has been my Peace in 
him, in the midſt of all my (uſeful) Ta I- 
LATIONS. I glory in being one of the LokDd's 
WIIVXESSsES to the Truth of the precious 
Goſpel. Of the Things which I have advanced 
in the preceeding I'can bear Teſtimony, they 
| 5 „ 
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will do to live by, —and ſatisfied I am, that Y 
they will do to die by. Let me therefore in- 
treat you to give the Contents an impartial - 
and ' deliberate Conſideration. I really am 
willing to be a Diſciple to any Child of God, 
agreeable to the Truth of his Word, but dif- 
dain to call any MAN MASTER, that know- 
eth not the way of WIs pOM. I affectionately 
eſteem every Servant of Chriſt whoſe ardent 
Wiſn is to ſpend and be ſpent in the Work of 
their Lord and Saviour, If I ſhould fall un- 
der Cenſure, and meet with Reprehenſion on 
account of the-preceeding, I am willing to re- 
ply in the Truth and Spirit of the Goſpel. If 
any ſhould be benefited by the Subject Matter, 
the Honor and Glory are not mine, but the 
Lord's. In the preceeding you-ſee, that I have 
expreſſed my Mind reſpecting my Views of 
TRUTH, with FAITHFULNESS and Plainneſs. 
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If my mentioning the Name of Mr. Fuller 
ſhould be miſconſtrued in any unpleaſant way; 
IT aver, that I feel pity in my Heart towards 
him, on account of his late Publication. I am 

per- 
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perſuaded, that he had no hoſtile 8 
againſt the Honor of God; yet has he igno- 


rantly brandiſhed his Sword againſt the Doc- 
trine of the LoRD Jesus CHRIST. 


The Reb: Fllen Button's Reply to. Kir | : 


Fuller, has given me pleaſure, to aim to re- 
fute Error, is an Indication of a ſound Mind. 
Dr. Withers's Reply to. Mr. Fuller, 1 conſider 
to be a Compleat REFUTATION. TRUTH 

can never ſuffer Loſs by Controverſy. Its 
orient Beams will ſhine through all Oppoſition, 


itt can never be extinguiſhed, but will ſhine 


brighter and brighter unto the perfect Day. 
— O that we may have more glorious Views 


of the Truth as it is Jeſus! and that it may 
pleaſe our God to cauſe our Conſolations to 
abound under the ſweet and irreſiſtible Influ- 


| ence of his LHoly Spirit, 
= I am, | 

Dear Brother, 
Ned. Craſs- Street, You rs in Chriſt, 
No. 16. T8 12, 1786, MATHETES, 3 
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7; he Banks? 7s requeſted to corref? PER Errors 
of the Preſs; among others the following, 


PAGE 51, line 21, read Theologin.—Page 16, line 157 for 

Sunday read Firſt Day — Page a0, line 2, for he read E 
Page 37» line 18, for in read be—line 19, for will, read with 
Page ga, line 1.5, read on before which Page 96, line 12, read 
of, before Jeſus Page 124, line ag, read adminiſter — Page 
1235, line 8, omit. make, line 15, for mentioned, read main- 
taine d— Page 130, line 13, for Toh, read Job — Page 137, 
line 13, read _ before Rte 138,4 line 6, i of, 
read to. 
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